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Week Ending Friday, March 1, 2002

Statement on the Train Fire
in Al-Avyat, Egypt
February 22, 2002

I am profoundly saddened by the terrible
loss of life in the train fire in Al-Avyat. This
tragedy is all the more horrible because it
took place during the holiday of Eid al-Adha.
Laura and I and all of the American people
offer our deepest sympathy and condolences
to President Mubarak, the Egyptian people,
and especially to those families who have lost
loved ones.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7524—Suspension of
Entry as Immigrants and
Nonimmigrants of Persons
Responsible for Actions That
Threaten Zimbabwe’s Democratic
Institutions and Transition to a
Multi-Party Democracy
February 22, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In light of the political and humanitarian

crisis in Zimbabwe and the continued failure
of President Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwean
government officials, and others to support
the rule of law, and given the importance
to the United States of fostering democratic
institutions in Zimbabwe, I have determined
that it is in the interest of the United States
to take all available measures to restrict the
international travel and to suspend the entry
into the United States, as immigrants or non-
immigrants, of senior members of the gov-
ernment of Robert Mugabe and others de-
tailed below who formulate, implement, or
benefit from policies that undermine or in-

jure Zimbabwe’s democratic institutions or
impede the transition to a multi-party de-
mocracy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, in-
cluding section 212(f) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1952, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, hereby find that the unrestricted im-
migrant and nonimmigrant entry into the
United States of persons described in section
1 of this proclamation would, except as pro-
vided for in sections 2 and 3 of this proclama-
tion, be detrimental to the interests of the
United States.

I therefore hereby proclaim that:
Section 1. The entry into the United

States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of
the following persons is hereby suspended:

(a) Senior members of the government of
Robert Mugabe and other Zimbabwe nation-
als who formulate, implement, or benefit
from policies that undermine or injure
Zimbabwe’s democratic institutions or im-
pede the transition to a multi-party democ-
racy;

(b) Persons who through their business
dealings with Zimbabwe government officials
derive significant financial benefit from poli-
cies that undermine or injure Zimbabwe’s
democratic institutions or impede the transi-
tion to a multi-party democracy; and

(c) The spouses of persons described in
paragraphs (a) and (b), above.

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this proclamation shall
not apply with respect to any person other-
wise covered by section 1 where entry of such
person would not be contrary to the interest
of the United States.

Sec. 3. Persons covered by sections 1 and
2 of this proclamation shall be identified by
the Secretary of State or the Secretary’s des-
ignee, in his or her sole discretion, pursuant
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to such procedures as the Secretary may es-
tablish under section 5 of this proclamation.

Sec. 4. Nothing in this proclamation shall
be construed to derogate from United States
Government obligations under applicable
international agreements.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State shall have
responsibility for implementing this procla-
mation pursuant to such procedures as the
Secretary may establish.

Sec. 6. This proclamation is effective im-
mediately and shall remain in effect until
such time as the Secretary of State deter-
mines that it is no longer necessary and
should be terminated, either in whole or in
part. Any such termination shall become ef-
fective upon publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:51 a.m., February 25, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 26. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 23, 2002

Good morning. As I return from a success-
ful trip to Asia, the United States Senate will
return from its recess for an important de-
bate on America’s energy security.

As our economy continues to grow, U.S.
oil consumption is projected to increase by
about one-third during the next 20 years. Our
demand for electricity is expected to rise by
45 percent. America is already using more
energy than our domestic resources can pro-
vide, and unless we act to increase our energy
independence, our reliance on foreign
sources of energy will only increase. I have
a balanced, comprehensive, and aggressive
energy plan that will help address this chal-
lenge.

The plan has five main parts:
First, it promotes conservation. It in-

creases funding for energy efficiency and re-
newable energy programs and supports the
development of fuel-efficient vehicles.

Second, my plan will modernize our en-
ergy delivery systems. America can’t meet to-
morrow’s energy needs with yesterday’s in-
frastructure. Just as the Internet has made
our information more convenient, new tech-
nology can make our energy cleaner, cheap-
er, and more efficient by upgrading
powerlines and connecting producers and
consumers across the whole country.

Third, my new budget invests in new tech-
nologies such as fuel cells that may someday
power our cars with hydrogen and emit only
water.

Fourth, my plan offers tax credits and
other incentives for the use of renewable en-
ergy sources like wind power, solar power,
and fuels derived from crops. Renewable en-
ergy can increase our energy independence
and help our farm economy.

Conservation technology and renewables
are important. Yet they alone cannot solve
our energy problems. We must also reduce
America’s dependence on foreign sources of
oil by encouraging safe and clean exploration
at home.

On my way to visit Asia, I stopped in Alas-
ka, a place of tremendous natural beauty and
important energy resources. I met with many
Alaskans, including native leaders, who want
to preserve the grandeur of their State while
carefully developing the energy beneath a
small fraction of it. New technology makes
this possible; our national security makes it
urgent.

Alaskans know firsthand that modern tech-
nology allows us to bring oil to the surface
cleanly and safely, while protecting our envi-
ronment and wildlife. We should listen to
Alaskans who support exploring ANWR in a
safe and clean way.

Passing my comprehensive energy plan is
not just important for energy security, it is
also vital to our economic security. Economic
growth requires reliable and affordable en-
ergy, and labor organizations support my
plan because they know my energy plan
means thousands of new jobs across America.
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We all remember the blackouts and the
sky-high energy bills of recent summers. I
urge Congress to protect consumers from
these wild swings in energy prices for the
future. The House has passed my agenda for
energy independence; now I urge the Senate
to act.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
February 21 at the St. Regis Hotel in Beijing,
China, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 22 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Memorandum on the President’s
Report to Congress on Major Drug
Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries
February 23, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–07

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: President’s Report to Congress on
Major Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries under the FY 2002
Modification to the Annual Drug
Certification Procedures

This report is submitted under section 591
of the Kenneth H. Ludden Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2002 (P.L. 107–
115) (the ‘‘FY 2002 FOAA’’). Pursuant to sec-
tion 591 of the FY 2002 FOAA, I hereby
identify the following countries as major
drug-transit or major illicit drug producing
countries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Bo-
livia, Brazil, Burma, China, Colombia, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand,
Venezuela, and Vietnam. I previously identi-
fied these same countries as major drug-tran-
sit or major illicit drug producing countries
on November 1, 2001, pursuant to section
490(h) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961,
as amended (the ‘‘FAA’’).

Pursuant to section 591 of the FY 2002
FOAA, I hereby designate Afghanistan,
Burma and Haiti as countries that failed de-
monstrably, during the previous 12 months,
to adhere to their obligations under inter-
national counternarcotics agreements and to
take the counternarcotics measures set forth
in section 489(a) (1) of the FAA. I have at-
tached a justification for each of the coun-
tries so designated, as required by section
591.

Pursuant to section 591(3), I hereby also
determine that provision of United States as-
sistance to Afghanistan and Haiti in FY 2002
under the FY 2002 FOAA is vital to the na-
tional interests of the United States.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this report to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 4, 2002]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 25. The
memorandum and the attached statements of ex-
planation will be published in the Federal Register
on March 5.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association Dinner
February 24, 2002

Ladies and gentlemen, Laura and I would
like to welcome you all to the White House.
It’s good to see a lot of our friends, and we’re
so honored you are here.

Tonight is a special night for us, but it’s
no more special—but especially special for
three people. Three birthday people: Gov-
ernor Siegelman, Governor Ryan, and Gov-
ernor Swift. Happy birthday.

I also want to welcome members of my
Cabinet and my team who are here. I’ve as-
sembled a fabulous team. They bring a lot
of experience to their jobs. I’m really proud
of the Cabinet members who have been Gov-
ernors: Tommy Thompson, John Ashcroft,
Tom Ridge, and Christie Whitman. They un-
derstand firsthand the issues that Governors
face every day. And my administration is
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working hard to make sure the Federal Gov-
ernment is more responsive to your needs.

Since we met last, America has been at-
tacked and has been wounded by terrorists.
We’ve been inspired by acts of courage and
generosity. And this Nation has confirmed
a deep sense of national purpose. We’re de-
termined to protect the American people by
fighting terror wherever it is found. This
cause will take years, require the patience
of the American people, and it will require
participation of all levels of government.

And we’ve made a very good beginning.
Our military has routed the Taliban, and
we’re hunting down Al Qaida. We’ve worked
to take preventive measures to stop any at-
tack, and we’re prepared to respond should
they come.

The Governors have taken threats seri-
ously, and you’ve acted quickly to confront
them. And our Nation is grateful.

At every stage of this crisis, I have bene-
fited from your counsel. I’ve been inspired
by your leadership. I was touched by my
friend George Pataki’s calm demeanor dur-
ing the crisis in New York. I know our Nation
needs to develop a national strategy to pro-
tect the homeland, and that’s why I picked
a fellow Governor, a former Governor, and
a good friend, Tom Ridge, to lead the effort.

America’s Governors have displayed lead-
ership at a time when history demanded it.
And so it’s with deep respect and gratitude
that I offer this toast to the Governors of
the United States.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Don Siegelman of
Alabama; Gov. George F. Ryan of Illinois; Gov.
Jane Swift of Massachusetts; and Gov. George E.
Pataki of New York. This transcript was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on February
25.

Remarks on a Comprehensive
Energy Policy
February 25, 2002

Thank you all for coming today. I’m hon-
ored to be joined by Secretary of Energy
Spence Abraham and Administrator Christie

Todd Whitman of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. We’re here to discuss an energy
plan, a comprehensive energy plan that rec-
ognizes that through technology, we can in-
crease our national security and economic se-
curity by reducing demand for petrochemi-
cals, and at the same time, we can clean up
the air in our country. I want to thank these
two leaders for having a practical vision as
to how to achieve common objectives.

Any sound, comprehensive energy policy
must both increase production and reduce
consumption. It’s important for Americans to
remember that as we debate an energy bill,
as we have a discussion about an energy plan,
that America imports more than 50 percent
of its oil—more than 10 million barrels a day.
And the figure is rising.

This is dependence on foreign oil. And this
dependence is a challenge to our economic
security, because dependence can lead to
price shocks and fuel shortages. And this de-
pendence on foreign oil is a matter of na-
tional security. To put it bluntly, sometimes
we rely upon energy sources from countries
that don’t particularly like us.

Now, it’s also important to realize that the
transportation sector consumes more than
two-thirds of all the petroleum used in the
United States, so that any effort to reduce
consumption must include ways to safely
make cars and trucks more fuel efficient.
New technology is the best way to do so, and
today we had a chance to see some of the
best new technologies being developed by
American ingenuity.

Hybrid cars, the likes of which we just saw
over there, are already in existence. They run
on a mixture of gas and electric power. They
are several times more fuel efficient than
most cars on the road today. I was told by
the representatives of the manufacturing
companies that more and more hybrid cars
will be available in the marketplace next year.
And this is good news. It’s good news for
our environment, and it’s good news for
American consumers who are not only wor-
ried about the environment but understand
the ramifications of dependency on foreign
sources of crude oil.

And then the fuel cells are being devel-
oped. Fuel cells will power cars with little
or no waste at all. We happen to believe that
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fuel cells are the wave of the future, that fuel
cells offer incredible opportunity.

Now, there’s a lot of obstacles that must
be overcome in order to make fuel cells eco-
nomically viable. And therefore, we’re pro-
moting more research and development. In
January Secretary Abraham announced a
$150 million FreedomCAR plan, focused on
development of fuel cell technologies that
run on hydrogen, whose only emission is
water vapor.

Imagine when that technology comes into
being. Imagine how less dependent America
will be on foreign sources of energy and how
more easy it’ll be to clean up our air. And
we’ve got plenty of water, and if water vapor
is the product, we’ll be in good shape. But
we need to have a focused effort to bring
fuel cells to market, and that’s exactly what
my administration is dedicated to do.

There’s been some breakthroughs already.
After all, NASA developed fuel cells to gen-
erate electricity, heat, and water in space ve-
hicles. Businesses started using them in 1995.
And that’s why we are optimistic that within
a reasonable period of time, that fuel-cell
technology will become more widespread.

We’ve also, in the bill I submitted, made
it clear that any good comprehensive energy
plan must encourage consumption by pro-
viding over $3 billion of consumer tax credits,
available for those who purchase hybrid and
fuel-cell vehicles over the next 11 years. In
other words, there is a role for the Federal
Government, not only to encourage research
and development but a role to provide tax
credits to enhance the marketplace.

Technologies will also enable us to pre-
serve our environment as we explore for nat-
ural gas at home. And I urge the United
States Senate to pass a comprehensive en-
ergy plan quickly. The House has acted, and
now the Senate must act. And the Congress
needs to get a bill to my desk.

The other feature about the energy bill
that is important is that it’s a jobs bill. That’s
why the Teamsters strongly support the en-
ergy package we submitted to the United
States Congress. This is an important piece
of legislation, and I urge quick action.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on Being Presented With
the World Trade Center Bullhorn
and an Exchange With Reporters

February 25, 2002

President Bush. Listen, I want to—I want
to welcome Bob Beckwith to the Oval Office,
and his wife, Barbara, and his two grand-
children and son and daughter who are here,
and son-in-law.

As you may remember, I met Bob on the
heap of a burnt-out fire engine in New York.
And he didn’t know, and I didn’t know that
we were going to meet on that day, and I
had—I was traveling there with George
Pataki and Rudy Giuliani. And it was my
chance, after the National Prayer Service, to
go to New York City and tell the good people
of that town, that city, how the Nation stood
with them. I had a chance to go and see the
firefighters and the police officers who had
been giving every ounce of their energy to
rescue their fellow citizens.

And I was given a bullhorn, and it turned
out to be one of those moments where I had
a chance to speak to the world on behalf of
the citizens of New York. And Bob was stand-
ing there by my side.

I told Bob when he came in, ‘‘You made
me famous that day.’’ But I want to thank
you, Bob, for coming back, and I want to
thank Colonel Wiese as well, who rescued
the bullhorn and will let me keep the bull-
horn for the library. There’s a father-and-son
exhibit that’s going to go on at the Bush Li-
brary, ‘‘Bush 41’’ Library, at Texas A&M, and
this will be one of the key parts of the exhibit.
It’s an historic—really an historic memento.
Something we didn’t choose, but it’s one of
those days that I’ll never forget, and I want
to thank you.

Mr. Beckwith. I’ll never forget.
President Bush. It was an amazing experi-

ence. You know, I didn’t realize at the time
that you and I walked up on the heap of a
burnt-out fire engine. I didn’t realize that—
and what’s interesting, as a result of that,
some people in Louisiana saw us standing
on the fire engine and went and raised
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money for a new fire engine for New York.
So that event had a lot of interesting ramifica-
tions.

Governor Pataki. Mr. President, since
September 11th, you’ve provided incredible
leadership and really inspired the country.
There are many unforgettable moments. But
one that Bob and I and his family and much
of America will never forget was 3 days after
that attack when you came to Ground Zero.
And it was exactly the right time.

As Bob can say, everybody was exhausted
and worn out, and you didn’t come for a
photo op; you spent hours touring the site
and shaking hands with the firefighters and
the construction workers. And I’ll never for-
get the moment when you and Bob stood
on that wreck, and the President was talking,
and one of the construction workers yelled
out, ‘‘We can’t hear you.’’ And the President
said, ‘‘Well, I can hear you. The whole world
hears you, and pretty soon those evildoers
will be hearing from us.’’

And Mr. President, they have heard from
us, and your leadership has been inspiring.
And this is what you said those words with,
and I’m proud to present it to you for the
Presidential Library. Americans will never
forget.

[At this point, Gov. George E. Pataki of New
York presented the bullhorn.]

President Bush. Thank you.

Daniel Pearl
Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied with

Pakistan’s response in the Daniel Pearl case?
And is the United States interested in pur-
suing or indicting the primary suspect that’s
now in custody there?

President Bush. I am satisfied with the
response of President Musharraf and the
Pakistani Government. I got a phone call
from him when I was flying back from China,
and I could tell from the tone of his voice
how distraught he was, how disturbed he was
that this barbaric act had taken place in his
country. He knew full well that those killers
did not represent the vast, vast majority of
the people in his own country. And he vowed
to me on the phone that he would do every-
thing in his power to chase down the killers
and bring them to justice.

And yes, we’re always interested in dealing
with people who have harmed American citi-
zens.

Economic Stimulus Package

Q. Mr. President, what are your thoughts
on an economic stimulus package now? Do
you think there’s really an opportunity to
work with the Democrats in the Senate, par-
ticularly given signs that, albeit slowly, the
economy is beginning to recover?

President Bush. Well, I’ve got to tell you
something: It’s a matter of will and desire.
If people put their mind to something, we
can get things done in Washington, DC. I
think we need an economic stimulus pack-
age. I think it’s important for our economy.
I think any time people are not working who
need to be working, who want to work, we’ve
got to do everything we can to make sure
the environment is such that they can work.

Secondly, I’m going to talk to the Gov-
ernors today and remind them that in the
economic stimulus package was some emer-
gency Medicaid money, as well as the na-
tional emergency grants, because it’s what—
emergency grant money to help Medicaid
bills as well as grants for emergency situa-
tions to help people with their health care
bills.

And yes, I think we need that bill. And
I hope the Senate will take it up and pass
it.

Pentagon Office of Strategic Influence

Q. Sir, have you told Secretary Rumsfeld
to get rid of the office of disinformation that
he’s talking about?

President Bush. I told Secretary Rums-
feld—I didn’t even need to tell him this. He
knows how I feel; I saw it reflected in his
comments the other day—that we’ll tell the
American people the truth. And he was just
as amazed as I was about reading, you know,
some allegation that somehow our Govern-
ment would never tell the American people
the truth. And I don’t—I’ve got confidence,
having heard his statement—I heard him this
morning talk about it—that he’ll handle this
in the right way.
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Superfund
Q. There was a report over the weekend,

Mr. President, that questioned the adminis-
tration’s commitment to the EPA Superfund.
Are you committed to fully funding the
Superfund, sir?

President Bush. I’m committed to clean-
ing up the environment without enriching
lawyers.

Q. I’m sorry?
President Bush. I think there’s too much

litigation when it comes to environmental
cleanup. What I want is action and results.
And so we’re looking at ways to make sure
the Superfund fulfills its mission. And you
cannot sue your way to clean air and clean
water and clean land. It’s got to be a system
that focuses on efficient, good ways to make
sure we accomplish the mission. And I
think—so yes, we’re looking at ways to re-
form the system to make sure it works, make
sure it actually accomplishes what the Con-
gress wants it to accomplish.

Steel Decision/Hybrid Vehicles
Q. [Inaudible]—and I was wondering if

you could tell us if you’re worried at all that
your position on steel would hurt the auto-
makers’ ability——

President Bush. I haven’t made a decision
yet on steel. I haven’t made a decision on
steel yet. I’m in the process of reviewing all—
all the facts. But I have made a decision on
the need for the use of technologies to clean
up our air and explore for more energy and
change the automobile fleet.

One of these days, this little lady right here
is going to be driving an automobile with a
hybrid engine in it and a fuel cell in it. And
it’s going to work. And I hope I’m around
to see it, too.

World Trade Center Bullhorn
Q. We thought the bullhorn had been lost.

How were you able to find it?
President Bush. The colonel found it; it’s

the actual one, too.
Q. It never was lost? It’s the real one? It’s

the actual one?
President Bush. Yes.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to retired New York City firefighter
Bob Beckwith and his wife, Barbara; former
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New York City;
Col. Daniel Wiese, Assistant Deputy Super-
intendent, New York State Police and com-
mander, New York State Police Executive Serv-
ices Detail; and President Pervez Musharraf of
Pakistan. A reporter referred to Wall Street Jour-
nal journalist Daniel Pearl, who was kidnaped Jan-
uary 23 in Karachi, Pakistan, and later killed by
his captors.

Remarks Honoring the 60th
Anniversary of the Voice of America

February 25, 2002

Well, thank you very much for that warm
welcome. I’m glad I came. [Laughter] Bob,
I want to thank you very much for your hospi-
tality, and I want to thank you very much
for your willingness to take the reins of the
Voice of America in such a critical time.

I also want to thank all the supporters who
are here, those who support the Voice of
America. And I’m glad to see so many friends
of international broadcasting here: the Voice
of America staff, the members of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors, former Voice of
America Directors, former U.S. Information
Agency Directors, staff and directors from
Radio Free Asia, Radio Free Europe, Radio
Liberty, Radio Marti. You all are dedicated
professionals who serve your country and its
highest ideals with honor and with purpose.

I also want to thank Marc Nathanson,
who’s the chairman of BBG—deserves a spe-
cial thanks for his endowment of the
Nathanson Fellows, between the Voice of
America and the Annenberg School of Jour-
nalism.

Sixty years ago, only 79 days after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, the first Voice of
America broadcast across the Atlantic into
Nazi Germany, with these words: Here
speaks a voice from America. We shall tell
you the truth.

For decades, the Voice of America has told
the world the truth about America and our
policies. Through a World War and a cold
war, in crisis and in calm, the Voice of Amer-
ica has added to the momentum of freedom.
And now, in a new conflict, I’m proud to
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say that the Voice of America still speaks
strongly and clearly.

To people whose governments broadcast
messages of bigotry and hate, the Voice of
America sends a message of tolerance and
respect. To people who are told that democ-
racy is soft and weak, the Voice of America
shows freedom’s strength and determination.
To people who live under governments that
sustain their power with lies, the Voice of
America brings truth.

Under some regimes, like that in North
Korea, simply listening to the Voice of Amer-
ica is treated as a crime. And the fears of
these regimes are well-founded, because tyr-
anny cannot survive forever in an atmosphere
of truth. The Voice of America is not neutral
between America and America’s enemies,
between terrorism and those who defend
themselves against terror, between freedom
and between tyranny. The Voice of America
is a broadcaster with a special purpose, a spe-
cial mandate, and a special trust.

As President Reagan said, ‘‘Freedom is not
the sole prerogative of a lucky few but the
inalienable and universal right of all human
beings.’’ The Voice of America spreads that
message throughout the world, with special
emphasis on those countries where informa-
tion is restricted and free voices are silenced.

The Voice of America broadcasts in 53 lan-
guages, to nearly every country on Earth,
reaching an audience of over 90 million lis-
teners. Many are listening right now, exer-
cising their God-given right to freedom, free
access of information. And their numbers are
growing every day. The Voice of America’s
new Middle East Radio Network will offer
music, reliable news and information in Ara-
bic, and an opportunity to better understand
American principles and American actions.

And I want to thank Norm Pattiz for his
perseverance and dedication to this project.
Even before our Armed Forces helped bring
freedom to the Afghan people, the Voice of
America was bringing them the news in lan-
guages of Dari and Pashtu. Since September
the 11th, Voice of America has increased its
programming in these two languages, serving
as a vital partner in helping rebuild that
country.

Throughout its history, Voice of America
has applied the power of technology to the

advance of liberty. It has used every means
possible—shortwave, television, and now the
Internet—to bypass the barriers of tyrants.
Radio waves are not hindered by borders,
and as technology improves, the Internet will
become less vulnerable to the censor’s hand.
No one knows what new information tech-
nologies will be available 60 years from now,
but two things we do know: First, that the
Voice of America will find a way to use them;
and second, though these means of delivery
may change, the message never will.

It’s a simple message. It’s a message of
freedom, and freedom is worth defending.
And the truth, no less than the force of arms,
is needed for its defense.

Since 1942, you have defended freedom
by speaking the truth to millions. You not
only have the ear of the world; you have the
gratitude of your country.

May God bless your efforts, and may God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m. in the
Wilber Cohen Auditorium at Voice of America
headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to Rob-
ert R. Reilly, Director, Voice of America; and
Marc B. Nathanson, Chairman, and Norman J.
Pattiz, member, Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors. The President’s remarks were broadcast
live on the Voice of America.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association
February 25, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Welcome
back. I’ve got a few remarks I’d like to make.
I understand a couple of Governors are going
to make some remarks, and then I’ll be glad
to answer some questions if you have any.

First, I again want to say what I said last
night. This has been a trying time for all of
us. We’ve been tested here in the Nation’s
Capital, but you all have been tested, as well.
And I want to congratulate you on your great
leadership.

You know, the people of our country
looked to all of us to determine how we’d
react after September 11th. And I was im-
pressed by the calm demeanor of the Gov-
ernors and the steady resolve to lead the peo-
ple. The country cried for leadership, and
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you all provided it. And thanks a lot for doing
that.

I also love to welcome Governors because
Governors are problem-solvers. In this town,
there’s a lot of talkers and kind of problem-
shufflers. But Governors are problem-solv-
ers. And it’s going to be good to be able to
talk to each other about how to solve prob-
lems that we face, budget problems, the issue
of homeland security, education, as well as
welfare reform.

And I want to talk about three of them
briefly today, and that’s homeland security—
first, I appreciate the Governor, the leader-
ship. I want to thank Engler, and Governor
Patton for you hosting the NGA here and
coming by the White House.

I also want to thank my friend Tom Ridge.
You know, he was doing pretty good as the
Governor of Pennsylvania, just sitting
around—[laughter]—looking for something
to do. And I called him, and I said, ‘‘We’ve
got a problem. We’ve got to secure our
homeland.’’ I said, ‘‘This is an enemy that
wants to hit us again,’’ and I said, ‘‘We’d bet-
ter be ready.’’ And I said, ‘‘Would you come
and be a member of my Cabinet, be sitting
at my right hand there, and design a national
strategy for homeland security?’’ And fortu-
nately for the country, he said yes, and he’s
doing a fine job.

And we’ve begun, as you all know, an ex-
tensive program to have a better first-re-
sponders initiative. And we’ve got $1.6 billion
of new money in the budget for that—no—
yes, 3.5—right. But I mean—for homeland,
for first-responders is how much?

Director Ridge. We’re going—different
parts of it are going up, but this is 3.5.

The President. Three-point-five, and then
we’ve got 1.6 for bioterrorism. And we’re
working on a border security initiative, and
we’re reforming the INS.

As I like to tell people, we now need to
know who’s coming in and when they’re leav-
ing, for the good of the security of the coun-
try. I remember going up to Maine and talk-
ing about strengthening the Coast Guard,
which matters to those of you who live on
the oceans and on the Gulf of Mexico. The
Coast Guard is such a valuable part of our
homeland security piece, and our budget in-

cludes increases for the Coast Guard, a mod-
ernization of our fleet.

And so I’m real proud of the efforts we’re
making. And obviously, you all play a crucial
role in not only helping develop a homeland
defense strategy but the implementation of
the strategy. And I think you’ll find—I guess
Tom has talked to you already—that we un-
derstand the need to coordinate. And both
of us were Governors, and we simply do not
want the Federal Government to be—seem
distant and removed on this important issue.

And then education, we passed a great
education bill. As I used to—I tease people,
I said it came as a complete shock to people
in Crawford, Texas, that I would say that Ted
Kennedy did a great job on a bill, but he
did. This is a good piece of legislation be-
cause it sets clear priorities, it encourages ac-
countability so that no child is quit on, that
people—we focus on each individual child.

It also provides States more flexibility than
ever before, and it’s got some money in it.
It’s got more Title—$1 billion in more Title
I money. It’s got a substantial increase for
the reading initiative. It is a good piece of
legislation. And now, obviously, it depends
upon its implementation. And so we’re work-
ing closely with Rod Paige and the Depart-
ment of Education to make sure that the in-
tent of the law is now implemented fully. And
we look forward to working with you on that.

Obviously—I used to say that education
is to a Governor what national defense is to
the President. It is by far the most important
priority for a Governor. And I know that, and
I understand that. And this bill is—it reflects
that. And we’ll make sure the implementa-
tion of it reflects that, as well.

And then welfare reform, welfare author-
ization is coming up. I start with the idea
that the ’96 bill was a really good piece of
legislation. And it changed welfare for the
better, primarily because it relied upon Gov-
ernors. It had a substantial local control ele-
ment in it. And so as we reauthorize welfare,
we want to make sure that there is substantial
authority at the local level.

We’ll talk about funding. The budget I laid
out for welfare reform holds the grants con-
stant. Actually, it increases the—as a result
of the supplemental and the contingency
fund, it increases funding by—let’s see, 3.2
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billion over the next 5 years, on top of the
grants that are already in place.

And so the fundamental question is, will
there be enough local authority, enough flexi-
bility at the local level to meet what I hope
Congress passes, which are new work re-
quirements. See, I think work ought to be
the core of welfare reform. I think in order
to make sure that welfare reform works, that
there’s flexibility at the States, that there’s
recognition people need training or drug re-
habilitation, but work ought to be the center-
piece of a good welfare law.

And the bill I’m going to outline tomorrow,
with Tommy at my side—where are you,
Tommy? There he is—is going to take the
positive pieces of the ’96 welfare law, chang-
ing welfare as we know it, and we’re going
to make it better. There’s more to do, and
we look forward to working with you on that,
as well.

And so those are the things that are on
my mind. I know you’ve got things on your
mind, and I look forward to hearing them.
And we can have a good discussion today.

I want to welcome you back. I recognize
I’m not exactly Bernadette Peters—[laugh-
ter]—but she did a fabulous job last night
to fill this hall. It was such a joyous night,
and it’s particularly joyous for me and Laura
to be with our old friends, the Governors.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. John Engler of Michigan; Gov.
Paul E. Patton of Kentucky; and entertainer Ber-
nadette Peters.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
February 25, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration on progress to-
ward a negotiated solution of the Cyprus
question covering the period December 1,
2001, through January 31, 2002. The pre-
vious submission covered October 1 through
November 30, 2001.

On January 16, Greek Cypriot leader
Glafcos Clerides and Turkish Cypriot leader
Rauf Denktash began direct talks on the is-
land under the auspices of the United Na-
tions. As in past reporting periods, Special
Cyprus Coordinator Thomas G. Weston and
U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Donald K.
Bandler continued to provide diplomatic
support to the process. The United States re-
mains committed to the United Nations ef-
fort to find a just and lasting settlement to
the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on the Reallocation
of Emergency Response Funding
February 25, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In furtherance of the provisions of Public

Law 107–38, the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States, FY 2001, today I am notifying the
Congress of my intent to reallocate funds
previously transferred from the Emergency
Response Fund to the Department of De-
fense. This reallocation reflects revised re-
quirements in light of changing security
needs in the wake of the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001.

As provided in Public Law 107–38, $33
million will be made available 15 days from
the date of this transmittal for continued de-
ployment of the National Guard at our Na-
tion’s airports through the end of March.

The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget. I concur
with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 26.
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Remarks During a Visit to the East
Capitol Center for Change and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 26, 2002

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress. ]

The President. ——with healers, people
of great and deep faith, who have come from
some of the toughest circumstances known,
to be leaders in their communities; people—
one-time crack addicts, a heroin user, both
of whom now are a good mom and dad; peo-
ple who are helping others to learn that
there’s a better way.

And I just want to thank you all for sharing
with me your experiences and your thoughts.
You know, my dream for the country is that
the welfare system work side by side with
the faith-based programs, which can do a
heck of a good job about changing people’s
hearts and their souls and, therefore, their
minds and, therefore, their behavior. And
you’re living proof of what I’m talking about.

So I want to thank you for sharing your
testimony with us. It only strengthens my re-
solve to make a good law that will propel
the healers of America forward. And it only
strengthens my knowledge about where the
true strength of the country is, and it’s in
the hearts and souls of our citizens.

Thank you for your time, Curtis. Thank
you for your leadership. I appreciate you in-
viting us to your program. I look forward to
sharing some thoughts about some legisla-
tion.

Welfare Reform
Q. Are there enough jobs——
The President. I’m going to make sure

the economy grows. And yes, there are.
Q. You stiffened the requirements. Do you

think there’s enough jobs in this economy?
The President. Yes, I do.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:47 p.m. in the
gymnasium at St. Luke’s Catholic Church. In his
remarks, he referred to Curtis Watkins, executive
director, East Capitol Center for Change. The
press release issued by the Office of the Press
Secretary did not include the complete opening
remarks of the President. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-

script of these remarks. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on the Welfare Reform
Agenda

February 26, 2002

Thank you very much for that warm wel-
come, and thank you for your kind introduc-
tion, Tommy. Tommy, as Bob Woodson
noted, was on the leading edge of welfare
reform in the State of Wisconsin, and the
people of Wisconsin were better off for it.
And fortunately, he’s agreed to come to
Washington, DC, to serve an incredibly im-
portant position as the Secretary of Health
and Human Services. And the American peo-
ple are going to be better off for his leader-
ship, as well.

I appreciate Bob Woodson’s spirit. I like
to call Bob a social entrepreneur. And there’s
a lot of social entrepreneurs here in this
room, and I want to thank you for caring
about your communities. I had the privilege
and honor of meeting with some neighbor-
hood healers here a little earlier, soldiers in
the armies of compassion, people whose lives
were one time dark and hopeless, who now
see a bright and clear future because of faith
and are willing to share that future with oth-
ers.

It was a powerful meeting for me. I some-
times get encapsulated in a bubble. It is im-
portant for me to, as often as I can, to hear
the true stories of America. It reminds me
of the strength of our country, and the
strength of the country is in the hearts and
souls of compassionate citizens. So thank you
all very much for sharing your stories with
me today.

I see that we’ve got some Members of the
United States Congress here. I see a Senator,
a couple of House Members. I want to thank
you all for coming. I appreciate you taking
time out of your busy schedules to come and
to hear what I hope happens when it comes
to the welfare bill, its reauthorization. I’m
really honored you took time.

And I also want to thank a couple of my
Governor buddies. I see the Governors of
Wisconsin, Colorado, and Tennessee are
here. You all are awfully kind to come. Thank
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you for being here, as well. We appreciate
your presence.

I also want to thank Curtis Watkins. Curtis
is a social entrepreneur, as well. He started
the East Capitol Center for Change and pro-
vides support and care to countless lives.
Curtis, thank you for your time, and thank
you for what you do. See, this is something
Government can’t start. We can try, but
we’re not very good about inventing pro-
grams such as this. This program was in-
vented because somebody loved their neigh-
bor as much as they loved themselves. And
as a result, there is a program—programs
here which work on crime prevention and
substance abuse treatment.

Listen, there’s all kinds of ways to treat
substance. I understand that. But one sure
way to help, one sure way to help somebody
kick the habit is to introduce them to faith.

Curtis’ program has got mentoring and
after-school activities. Mentoring programs
are so important, because it gives somebody
a chance to say to a young child, ‘‘I love you.
America belongs to you just as much as it
belongs to anybody else.’’

There’s Bible studies here; there’s job
training programs here; there’s forums to im-
prove parenting skills and to strengthen mar-
riage. This organization was built on a simple
and powerful principle: Every life has equal
value, and no life is beyond hope or help.
This conviction motivates thousands all
across our country, and this conviction must
always be reflected in the policies of our Gov-
ernment.

Senator Hubert Humphrey once said that
the moral test of a Government is how it
treats those in the shadows of life. He was
talking about the needy and the sick and the
handicapped.

I believe Americans in need are not prob-
lems; they are our neighbors. They’re not
strangers; they are citizens of our country.
And to live up to our national ideals, ideals
of equality and justice, every American of
every background must have access to oppor-
tunity. We must never be content with is-
lands of despair in the midst of a nation of
promise. We want all Americans to believe
in the potential of their own lives and the
promise of their own country.

So today I’m outlining the next steps of
welfare reform, the next actions we must take
to build a more just and generous nation.
America began a war on poverty more than
three decades ago, a story of good intention
but conflicted results. There were important
successes; no doubt about it, there were
some good successes. Seniors were lifted out
of poverty. Poor families got basic health
care. Disadvantaged children were given a
headstart in life.

Yet, many Americans, in Bob Woodson’s
words, were injured by the helping hand.
The welfare system became an enemy of in-
dividual effort and responsibility, with de-
pendence passed from one generation to the
next. Between 1965 and 1995, Federal and
State spending on poor and low-income fami-
lies increased from around $40 billion to
more than $350 billion a year. Yet, during
the same 30-year period we made virtually
no progress—no progress—in reducing child
poverty, and the number of children born
out of wedlock grew from 1 in 13 to 1 in
3.

By the mid-1990s, few denied there was
need for change. In sweeping reforms passed
by Congress, welfare benefits were trans-
ferred into temporary help, not a permanent
way of life. The new system honors work by
requiring work and helps people find jobs.
States are required to promote independ-
ence, and they are given the flexibility to seek
that goal in new ways, with dollars that were
once used for welfare payments, for example,
now being used for childcare and other ways
to help working families.

Critics initially called these changes brutal
and mean-spirited. Yet, the results of reform
have proven them wrong. Many lives have
been dramatically improved. Since 1996,
welfare caseloads dropped by more than half.
Today, 5.4 million fewer people live in pov-
erty than in 1996, including 2.6 million fewer
children. Child poverty for African-American
children is at its lowest level ever. For the
first time in generations, the out-of-wedlock
birthrate has leveled off, and the unwed teen
birthrate has declined since the mid-1990s.

Many families understandably report fi-
nancial difficulties in their lives after welfare.
Yet, a majority also say that their lives are
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better. Many are learning it is more reward-
ing to be a responsible citizen than a welfare
client; it is better to be a breadwinner re-
spected by your family.

Sherrie Jordan, a mother of four children
and a former welfare recipient living in Buf-
falo, New York, described her experience this
way: ‘‘It’s overwhelming. I’m very happy.
There aren’t many words to describe it. I’m
looking forward to being financially inde-
pendent. I can do it myself now.’’

Sherrie and millions of others are good
people facing a tough climb. They are gaining
self-confidence. They are earning the respect
of their fellow citizens and their Nation.

Some analysts try to dismiss all these gains
as the product of good economic times. Yet,
we have had good economic times before,
and the number of people on welfare went
up. Beginning in the mid-1960s, welfare
caseloads often increased even as the econ-
omy grew and unemployment fell.

Overall caseloads increased substantially
over the last 30 years, but thanks to the 1996
welfare reform legislation, the increases have
ended. Welfare reform in 1996 was good and
sound and compassionate public policy. It
passed because leaders of both political par-
ties agreed on what needed to be done, and
we need that same spirit of bipartisanship
today in Washington, DC, as we address this
issue.

We are encouraged by the initial results
of welfare reform, but we’re not content. We
ended welfare as we’ve known it, yet it is
not a post-poverty America. Child poverty is
still too high. Too many families are strained
and fragile and broken. Too many Americans
still have not found work and the purpose
it brings.

Because these needs continue, our work
is not done. We will continue a determined
assault on poverty in this country. Later this
year, the 1996 welfare law must be reauthor-
ized by the United States Congress. I have
proposed spending more than $17 billion a
year on welfare for years 2003 to 2007. These
funds will be provided to States through
block grants, giving them the flexibility to use
the funds for their most pressing needs. The
budget I submitted will continue to maintain
historically high levels of childcare funding.

Yet, my administration will do more than
spend money. We will pursue four important
goals to continue transforming welfare in the
lives of those that it helped. We will strength-
en work requirements. We must promote
strong families. We will give States more
flexibility, and we will show compassion to
those in need.

First, we will strengthen the work require-
ments for those on welfare. Work is the path-
way to independence and self-respect. Yet,
because of a quirk in the 1996 law, States
on average must require work of only 5 per-
cent of the adults receiving welfare. This is
certainly not what Congress had in mind
when it wrote the reforms in 1996, so I’m
recommending that the law be changed and
every State be required within 5 years to have
70 percent of the welfare recipients working,
so that more Americans know the independ-
ence and the dignity of work.

Welfare recipients must spend at least 40
hours a week in work and preparing for work.
Because many adults on welfare need new
skills, my plan will allow States to combine
work with up to 2 days each week of edu-
cation or job training. So in other words, it’s
a combination of working and training. And
for people who need intensive short-term
help, our proposal offers 3 months of full-
time drug rehabilitation or 3 months of full-
time job training. And adolescent’s moth-
ers—adolescent mothers can meet their work
requirements by attending high school.

At the heart of all these proposals is a sin-
gle commitment to return an ethic of work
to an important place in all American lives.

Secondly, we will work to strengthen mar-
riage. As we reduce welfare caseloads, we
must improve the lives of children. And the
most effective, direct way to improve the
lives of children is to encourage the stability
of American families.

Across America, no doubt about it, single
mothers do heroic work. They have the
toughest job in our country. Raising children
by themselves is an incredibly hard job. In
many cases, their lives and their children’s
lives would be better if their fathers had lived
up to their responsibilities.

Statistics tell us that children from two-
parent families are less likely to end up in
poverty, drop out of school, become addicted
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to drugs, have a child out of wedlock, suffer
abuse, or become a violent criminal and end
up in prison. Building and preserving families
are not always possible; I recognize that. But
they should always be our goal.

So my administration will give unprece-
dented support to strengthening marriages.
Many good programs help couples who want
to get married and stay married. Isn’t that
right? We just talked about one such pro-
gram. Premarital education programs can in-
crease happiness in marriage and reduce di-
vorce by teaching couples how to resolve
conflict, how to improve communication, and
most importantly, how to treat each other
with respect.

There are also programs for couples with
serious problems, alcoholism, infidelity, or
gambling. Trained mentor couples who have
had experience—who have experienced se-
vere marital problems themselves now teach
other couples how to repair their own mar-
riages. Using this approach, one national pro-
gram reports being able to save up to 70 per-
cent of very troubled marriages.

Under the plan that I’m submitting, up to
$300 million a year will be available to sup-
port innovation and to find programs which
are most effective. You see, strong marriages
and stable families are incredibly good for
children. And stable families should be the
central goal of American welfare policy.

The welfare system can honor the family
in other ways. Under current welfare law,
State governments can keep some of a fa-
ther’s child support payments to defray the
costs of welfare. I’ll give States financial in-
centives to give more of a father’s child sup-
port directly to his children, instead of put-
ting it into the welfare system. Mothers and
children will be better off, and the children
will see that their father supports and cares
for them.

I’m also proposing $135 million for absti-
nence education programs. Abstinence is the
surest way and the only completely effective
way to prevent unwanted pregnancies and
sexually transmitted diseases. When our chil-
dren face a choice between self-restraint and
self-destruction, Government should not be
neutral. Government should not sell children
short by assuming they are incapable of act-

ing responsibly. We must promote the good
choices.

Third, we will give States greater flexibility
in spending welfare money. Right now, there
are hundreds—hundreds—of Federal Gov-
ernment programs to help low-income
Americans achieve better lives. Unfortu-
nately, recipients often find the different
rules very confusing. Conflicting regulations
are keeping people from getting the help
they need when they need it.

My proposal will provide waivers to allow
States to completely redesign how many
Federal programs would operate in their
State. Rather than dictate to States how each
major welfare and training program should
operate, we must allow States to use their
creativity to build a network of assistance for
low-income families. Americans will get bet-
ter childcare services and better job training
and better housing and better nutrition pro-
grams if States have the flexibility and free-
dom to explore innovative ideas.

And fourth, even as welfare reform pro-
ceeds, we must encourage the essential work
of faith-based groups and charities. Work and
independence are the goals of welfare re-
form. Yet, compassionate help for an aban-
doned child is not a work requirement; it is
a loving mentor. The answer to addiction is
not a demand for independence; it is per-
sonal support on the hard road to recovery.

Charities and faith-based groups fill needs
that no welfare system, no matter how well
designed, can possibly fill. Our Nation needs
men and women who rescue children from
gangs, who tutor children in failed schools,
who visit the sick and the dying. In times
of personal crisis, people do not need the
rules of a bureaucracy; they need the help
of a neighbor.

America’s neighborhood healers, like the
place we are today, are indispensable, are ir-
replaceable, and deserve our support. I sup-
port legislation that encourages charitable
giving and ends discrimination against faith-
based organizations that compete for con-
tracts to provide social services to people who
need help.

Faith-based groups are reclaiming Amer-
ica, block by block, life by life, from the in-
side out. We must encourage their work
without undermining their freedom or their
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identity or their purpose. It is time for the
United States Senate to pass the Faith-Based
Initiative. The bill’s sponsor, Rick Santorum,
is here. I appreciate you, Mr. Senator, work-
ing hard. Get it out of the Senate, and get
it on my desk for the good of the American
people.

And at the same time, we must recognize
that our Government has responsibilities to
help people who cannot help themselves,
that we’ve got a responsibility to help people
who need a transition, that need a helping
hand. We’ve got that responsibility. My
budget reflects that responsibility. And
there’s one area that we need to improve
help on: We need to restore nutrition bene-
fits for legal immigrants.

The 1996 reforms imposed a 5-year ban
on most welfare benefits for new legal immi-
grants, including a permanent ban on food
stamps, unless immigrants have worked here
for 10 years or have become citizens. We’ve
proposed changing this law so that legal im-
migrants receive food stamps after 5 years,
so that those who are eligible, those who
need help, like an elderly immigrant farm-
worker, somebody who has worked hard all
his life and cannot help himself, ought to get
food stamps. Or a legal immigrant who has
been working here for 5 years and raising
a family and all a sudden gets laid off and
needs a helping hand, ought to get food
stamps.

This Nation must show compassion in a
time of a person’s need. These are the impor-
tant goals that I’ve—that I want to talk to
Congress about when the welfare reauthor-
ization bill comes up: work, families, more
flexibility to States, and compassion—a com-
passionate welfare system that knows the
true strength of the country lies in the hearts
and souls of our fellow citizens.

We can build on the advances of recent
years, confident there’s more progress to be
made and, therefore, expand the promise of
this Nation. More Americans will know the
dignity of a job. More children will find shel-
ter in strong families. More citizens will gain
the tools to succeed in a free society. And
more Americans in need will find love and
hope that can help them rebuild their lives.

Everyone can join in the work of welfare
reform by serving a neighbor. Americans can

heed that call in all kinds of ways, in local
community groups. And if they’re really in-
terested, they can call the USA Freedom
Corps or get on the Web site at
usafreedomcorps.org to find out how you can
help, how you can be a soldier in the armies
of compassion, how you can put your good
heart to work to make America a hopeful and
strong and decent country for all of us.

We’ve made progress; there’s no question
the doors of opportunity that were shut and
sealed have now been opened. Ask some of
the folks on the stage here. They had that
door slammed in their face, and now it’s
open, and there’s a brighter day ahead.

Yet, there is no acceptable level of despair
and hopelessness in America. We will not
leave people in need to their own struggle,
and we will not leave them to their own fate.

The success of the past few years should
not make us complacent as a nation. They
prove what is possible when we press for-
ward, and I am determined to press forward
to build a single nation of justice and oppor-
tunity.

May God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in the
gymnasium at St. Luke’s Catholic Church. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Woodson, Sr.,
founder and president, National Center for
Neighborhood Enterprise; Curtis Watkins, execu-
tive director, East Capitol Center for Change;
Gov. Scott McCallum of Wisconsin; Gov. Bill
Owens of Colorado; and Gov. Don Sundquist of
Tennessee. Public Law No. 104–193, approved
August 22, 1996, was the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.

Statement on Proposed Pension
Security Legislation
February 26, 2002

I applaud Senators Tim Hutchinson, Trent
Lott, and Judd Gregg for introducing legisla-
tion today to strengthen the retirement secu-
rity of American workers. This legislation
would protect workers by giving them free-
dom to manage their own retirement savings,
fair notice of any blackout period, better ac-
cess to sound investment advice, and is con-
sistent with the retirement security principles
I previously outlined. This bill also assures
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that corporate officers would be held to the
same restrictions as those imposed on work-
ers.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress in a bipartisan fashion to enact these
important protections into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 1969, the
‘‘Pension Security Act of 2002.’’

Statement Following a Meeting With
Southern African Leaders
February 26, 2002

Today I met with three Presidents who can
help bring peace and prosperity to southern
Africa. Presidents dos Santos of Angola,
Chissano of Mozambique, and Mogae of Bot-
swana and I discussed our common interests
in working with each other and through the
Southern African Development Community
to bring greater peace, prosperity, and sta-
bility to the region.

I reiterated that expanding trade is the sur-
est path to sustainable development. I com-
mended the three Presidents’ leadership in
developing a regional strategy to combat
HIV/AIDS and promote economic integra-
tion. As part of that effort, I asked the Presi-
dents to join my call for the World Bank to
begin providing 50 percent of its assistance
to the world’s poorest nations in the form
of grants rather than loans.

The three Presidents also discussed the
tragic wars in Angola and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. We agreed that
peace is within reach of both countries. I
urged President dos Santos to move quickly
toward achieving a cease-fire in Angola. And
we agreed that all parties have an obligation
to seize this moment to end the war and de-
velop Angola’s vast wealth to the benefit of
the Angolan people. President dos Santos has
it within his power to end 26 years of fighting
by reaching out to all Angolans willing to lay
down their arms. Angolans deserve no less.

Finally, I commend the work of former
President Masire, President Mbeki, and
other SADC leaders—including Presidents
dos Santos, Chissano, and Mogae—on the
Inter-Congolese Dialogue in South Africa. I
remain committed to working with the lead-

ers of southern Africa to achieve lasting
peace and stability in the region.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Presi-
dent Quett K.J. Masire of Botswana and President
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels
February 26, 2002

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
President Clinton declared a national emer-
gency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations
caused by the February 24, 1996, destruction
by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba. In July 1996
and on subsequent occasions, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a flotilla and peaceful protest. Since
these events, the Government of Cuba has
not demonstrated that it will refrain from the
future use of reckless and excessive force
against U.S. vessels or aircraft that may en-
gage in memorial activities or peaceful pro-
test north of Cuba. Therefore, in accordance
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing the national emergency with respect
to Cuba and the emergency authority relat-
ing to the regulation of the anchorage and
movement of vessels set out in Proclamation
6867.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 26, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., February 27, 2002]
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NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 27, and it was
published in the Federal Register on February 28.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Cuba
February 26, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, which states that the
emergency declared with respect to the Gov-
ernment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 2002.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 26, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 27.

Remarks Following a Roundtable
Discussion on Welfare Reform and
an Exchange With Reporters in
Charlotte, North Carolina
February 27, 2002

The President. We are honored—I am
honored to be here. We just had a great dis-
cussion with folks here in Charlotte, Meck-
lenburg County. I am very impressed by the
welfare-to-work program that has been insti-
tuted. There’s obviously a sense of corporate
responsibility in this community that is pow-
erful, that recognizes that the bottom line is
one thing but taking care of their fellow hu-
mans is another. The county—leadership in
the county is forward-thinking and aggressive

as to providing resources to help people, help
each individual succeed. They’ve got a spirit
of innovation here in this county that needs
to be heralded because of the successes.

So I’m proud to be here. But I’m most
proud of the individuals who have made a
conscious decision to improve their lives and,
therefore, in many cases, improve the lives
of their children: Women who have over-
come terrible odds to become successful role
models, articulate spokespeople for them-
selves, their families, a system that cares
about their successes.

And so I want to thank you all for sharing
with me your stories and your history. Ella,
today she works at the Park Hotel. She was
down and out. She made a decision to suc-
ceed. She received the help necessary. And
she read us a poem today that was so moving
to all of us that we asked her to share that,
if you don’t mind.

[At this point, discussion participant Ella
Currence recited her poem entitled ‘‘The
Struggle to Independence.’’]

Q. Sir——
The President. A couple of quick ones.

Republic of Georgia
Q. Yes, if you don’t mind. Do you think

there’s Al Qaida influence in Georgia?
The President. I do. So long as there’s

Al Qaida influence anywhere, we will help
the host countries rout them out and bring
them to justice.

Q. What specifically are we doing to help
Georgia?

The President. Mainly, equipment and
technical advice. Obviously, in order for us
to work closely with governments that have
been invaded by Al Qaida cells, they’re going
to have to request—request help. And we’ve
made it very clear that either you’re with us
or you’re against us, and we’ve made it very
clear that we hope that nations step up and
do their jobs.

Obviously, we’ve got a presence in the
Philippines because there’s an Al Qaida-af-
filiated group of people there. And we’ve had
some successes in Yemen, where we’re work-
ing. We’re working around the world.

When this war started, I told the American
people that there would be a variety of fronts
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on the war against terrorism, some of which
would be very visible, some of which we
wouldn’t see much about. And the American
people need to know that, one, we’re main-
taining our coalition and the efforts of the
coalition, and two, any time we find terrorist
organizations like Al Qaida, we will do every-
thing we can to bring them to justice.

And so, yes.

Colombia
Q. Mr. President, what about Colombia?

What can you do there? You have some legal
constraints as to how far you can go.

The President. Well, we did have legal
constraints. We were providing advice to the
Colombian Government as to drug eradi-
cation, and we need to keep it that way. The
law is very clear. If the Colombian Govern-
ment decides to take military action against
the FARC, which they—it looks like they
may decide to do and continue to do, that
is their business to do so. I applaud the ef-
forts of the President, by the way, to try to
bring order to the country. But we are re-
stricted by law, and I intend to adhere to
that law.

National Debt Ceiling
Q. Mr. President, what did you tell the

congressional leaders this morning about the
debt limit? And what ceiling are you com-
fortable with?

The President. Well, we’ll leave the size
of the debt ceiling to the Treasury officials.
They will make the recommendation. But I
told the—recommended to the Members of
the legislation that we not play politics with
the debt ceiling, that we’re at war, we’ve got
troops all around the world, we’ve got men
and women whose lives are at risk. And now
is not the time to be playing politics or using
the debt ceiling as an excuse for some indi-
vidual’s cause.

We need to have a good, sane policy. And
I think the Members there at breakfast
agreed with me, that now is an inappropriate
time to play politics with the debt ceiling.
It’s happened in the past. Both parties are
guilty about playing politics with the debt
ceiling. And I urge the Congress deal with
the debt ceiling, deal with it in a professional
way, and move it on.

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News].

Gallup Poll in Arab Nations
Q. Mr. President, the Gallup organization

has run a poll in Arab nations showing that
there is deep suspicion and resentment of
the United States. What do you make of that?
How big a problem? What can you do about
it?

The President. Well, Terry, I saw that,
briefly looked at—I haven’t analyzed the
sampling and who was asked and all that
stuff. But here’s my attitude. If the United
States shows strong leadership when it comes
to fighting terrorist organizations, the world
will follow. And if we’re determined and res-
olute at routing out murderers and killers,
people who want to destabilize legitimate
governments, the world, regardless of the na-
ture of their population, the religious nature
of their population, will respect that.

Secondly, there is no question that we
must do a better job of telling the compas-
sionate side of the American story. And I will
give you one example. This kind and great
Nation provides 300,000 tons of food a year
to starving North Korean citizens. And yet,
the North Korean citizen has no idea that
we provided the food. We don’t even know
whether or not the food has gotten to the
starving North Korean people. All we know
is, we made a strong commitment, followed
through on that commitment.

My point, Terry, is that it is essential for
us to not assume that the kindness of the
country is known. And therefore, we’ve got
to do a better job of telling the story. And
I’ll give you one good example of how we
perhaps can do that. Colin Powell went on
international MTV, and the first question he
was asked, by a lady from Brazil—and I’ll
paraphrase—was basically, ‘‘Why is the na-
tion of America so evil?’’ And it floored him,
like it would floor most Americans to think
that people would think of our Nation is evil,
when, in fact, defending freedom is good.
We’re the largest supplier of help and food
and medicine in the world. But Colin was
able, in his classy fashion, to answer the ques-
tion and all of a sudden was part of an edu-
cation process.

So we’ve got work to do. And people will
realize we’re peaceful, yet we’re determined
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and patient, and we use our strength for posi-
tive reasons.

Last question. I know you’re awaiting my
speech.

2002 Elections
Q. Mr. President, later today you’re going

to a fundraiser. As we move deeper into an
election year that’s also a year of war against
terrorism, how much support can Repub-
licans count on from their popular President?

The President. I’m interested in making
sure that the Speaker of the House is Denny
Hastert. I’ve made that very clear. I think
my job will be easier if Denny Hastert is the
Speaker. I’d like to see Trent Lott be the
majority leader, and I will work to those ends.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. at the
Chamber of Commerce. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Andres Pastrana of Colombia.
He also referred to FARC, Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Chamber of
Commerce in Charlotte
February 27, 2002

Thank you. Only in America. [Laughter]
Frances, thanks. I appreciate your story; I
appreciate your courage; and I appreciate
your introduction. I’m also thankful that
Tommy Thompson agreed to leave the State
of Wisconsin to come and help make sure
that Health and Human Services was run in
the right spirit, in the right, compassionate
attitude, one in which we fight for Federal
funds that are reasonable and realistic but
understand that the true wisdom and
strength of the country is at the local level.

Speaking about the local level, I want to
thank the mayor and Parks. Thank you very
much for being here, as well. I appreciate
both you all’s leadership. The innovation that
takes place in this community is positive and
strong, and that’s why we’re here, to herald
a program that actually works. Sometimes
they sound good on paper. They read good,
but the results are short. And that’s not the
case in Mecklenburg County when it comes

to putting people to work. So I want to thank
you all for your leadership.

I had the privilege of flying down with Sue
Myrick and Robin Hayes today on the air-
plane, two really good United States Con-
gressmen from the State of North Carolina,
people who understand that North Caro-
linians can best run North Carolina, and not
people out of Washington, DC. So I want
to thank you all for coming. And I want to
thank Rodney Carroll, as well, for being here.
I want to thank Carroll Gray and members
of the Chamber.

A lot of times I talk about responsibility,
ushering in a period of responsible behavior
in America. There is such thing as corporate
responsibility, corporate America not only
making sure the balance sheets are real, that
all assets and liabilities are exposed for share-
holder and employee alike. But there’s some-
thing about saying, ‘‘I’m going to do some-
thing in the community in which I live,’’
working hard to take the extra step to employ
somebody, to keep them on, to help them
work through their difficulties. This is a com-
munity in which corporate North Carolina
or corporate Charlotte has heard that call,
and I want to thank the Chamber for being
on the leading edge of encouraging corporate
responsibility.

First, let me tell you that, as I said a while
ago, the state of this Union is very strong.
It is clear to me, when I sat in the room
today, that the state of the State of North
Carolina is strong and vibrant, at least in this
corner of the State, if not the whole State.
But the state of our Union is strong. We are
steady; we’re resolved; and we are a deter-
mined nation.

You know, the enemy attacked a nation
that they thought was weak, and man, did
they make a mistake. They thought the
United States was so materialistic, so caught
up in a false Hollywood vision of America,
that we would accept their attack as part of
the normalcy in America, that we would do
nothing about it. And they’ve now learned
that this Nation is absolutely resolved to de-
fend that which we hold dearest to our heart,
and that’s freedom—that when somebody at-
tacks freedom, that we’ll defend it with all
our force and all our might. And that’s what
we’re doing.
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I think the country has laid out a clear
message: First, that either you’re with us, or
you’re against us in the fight for freedom;
that either you stand beside this great Nation
as part of a coalition that will defend freedom
and defend civilization itself, or you’re
against us.

I think the message has gotten out. The
world is knitted up pretty tight when it comes
to bringing the Al Qaida and other killers
to justice. We’ve had over a thousand arrests
around the world, different countries, dif-
ferent governments that are putting these Al
Qaida people behind bars. We’re slowly but
surely, methodically and patiently demol-
ishing Al Qaida so they cannot hit us again.

We have made it clear that if you harbor
a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you train
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the ter-
rorist. And the Taliban Government in Af-
ghanistan found out exactly what I meant,
thanks to a strong and spirited, well-moti-
vated, well-trained United States military, a
military of which I am immensely proud.

We have liberated a country. This great
Nation seeks not revenge but justice, and at
the same time, we’re not conquerors, but
we’re liberators. We have liberated women
and children from the clutches of one of the
most barbaric regimes history has ever
known.

It was my honor to welcome Mr. Karzai
and his Cabinet, including a woman minister,
to Washington, DC, and hear him firsthand
say how anxious he is to restore Afghanistan
to normalcy, where women and children,
young girls are educated, just like young
boys, where people are given a chance in life.

The Taliban made a terrible mistake, and
they paid a dear price. And I’m grateful for
the United States military for the job it’s
done, but more importantly, so are the aver-
age citizens of Afghanistan.

I want to tell my fellow Americans that
we’re still in a dangerous period when it
comes to the first theater in the war against
terror—dangerous because, until we com-
plete our mission, which is to bring all Al
Qaida killers to justice, that we’re going to
hunt them down, that we will stay on task.
The good news for our United States military
is that the American people are very patient,

and they’re resolved, just like our military is
resolved.

But we’re now facing people who send
young kids to suicide—on suicide missions,
and they, themselves, try to hide in caves;
a leadership which is willing to send some
mom’s child on a fruitless mission in the
name of religion, and they, themselves, are
doing everything they can to hide and not
be accountable for what they’ve done.

But they can’t hide long enough. There’s
no cave deep enough for them to avoid the
long arm of justice of the United States. And
so it doesn’t matter how long it takes, as far
as I’m concerned. It doesn’t matter if it’s a
month, a year—Al Qaida, the people who
killed thousands of United States citizens, the
thugs who want to challenge freedom wher-
ever it exists, those who use religion in the
name of murder will be brought to justice.

But it’s not just Al Qaida. The mission is
more than just one group or one individual.
History has called us into action. History has
given this Nation a chance to lead a coalition
to fight terror wherever it exists.

There is a nightmare scenario that we must
not let happen. Imagine, for example, if a
faceless terrorist organization was able to
team up with a nation which sponsored and
developed weapons of mass destruction.
Imagine how the balance of power in the
world would change.

We’re not going to let that happen. The
United States of America cannot let nations
that are not transparent, closed societies, so-
cieties which harm their citizens, societies
which have a past history of being not a civ-
ilized nation, to develop a weapon of mass
destruction, that could possibly team up with
somebody like the Al Qaida organization,
which would, therefore, then hold us hos-
tage, hold the coalition hostage. We owe it
to our children and our children’s children
to rid the world of terror now, so they can
grow up in a free society, a society without
fear, a society without the threat of attack
on our own homeland.

The best homeland defense policy is to
find out terrorists where they live, where
they hide, and bring them to justice. And
that’s what I’m going to do, so long as I am
the President of the United States. I picked
a good man to lead the homeland security
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effort. Tom Ridge was the Governor of Penn-
sylvania.

The last time I was here in the State of
North Carolina, I talked about a first-re-
sponders initiative, about how the budget I
was going to submit to Congress not only was
going to make national defense a priority but
also that homeland defense would be a pri-
ority. I have since done that. We talked about
first-responders to make sure that the police
and fire had a strategy necessary to respond
to emergencies if it were to occur. I’m also
talking about a bioterrorism initiative. I’m
also talking about a border security initiative.

One of the interesting things I think that
the people of North Carolina will appreciate,
that I hold in high esteem the United States
Coast Guard. We’ve got a plan to beef up
the Coast Guard, to modernize her ships, to
make sure the Coast Guard is available
around all the coasts of the country to protect
the homeland. We’ve got a better intel-
ligence-sharing system in place. We’ve got
a strategy to defend the homeland of the
United States.

And every day I ask the question to the
FBI Director and others, ‘‘What have you
done to make the homeland more secure?’’
My fellow citizens need to know we’re doing
everything in our power to protect innocent
families.

There’s a lot to be done in Washington,
as well. Obviously, we’ve got to fight a reces-
sion. My view about the recession is that we’ll
help people with unemployment checks, and
we must. But as Congress tries to figure out
ways of how to deal with this, I always want
them to remember that people want more
than an unemployment check; they want a
paycheck. And therefore, we ought to have
jobs as a central aspect of any economic re-
covery plan, how best to create jobs.

What should we do? Well, I thought I did
something pretty wise, and that was last year,
when we got a sniff that the economy was
pretty darn slow, was to fight for a tax relief
package that gave people their own money
to spend. When people have more money
in their pocket to spend, it creates more de-
mand, which means somebody is producing
products, which means somebody is getting
a job. The more money people have in their
pockets to spend in the face of recession, the

more likely our economy is going to come
out of a recession. And for those in Wash-
ington who think they want to roll back the
tax relief, they’re not going to get to do so.
The tax relief was right. And it’s important
for the American people that we defend tax
relief.

But there is more to do. I would hope
Congress would pass an economic stimulus
package that will encourage investment in
plants and equipment. The more investment
in plants and equipment, the more likely it
is a textile worker is going to find a job. The
more incentive there is for somebody to put
a new piece of equipment in a factory, the
more likely it is somebody is going to work.
And so as they debate the stimulus package,
it’s important not only to remember we want
to take care of those who have been affected
by the attacks on 9/11, we also want to stimu-
late jobs, to encourage jobs.

We also—I submitted in my budget a pri-
ority for educating the American people,
educating our kids. We talked today about
the best welfare plan—best to make sure we
keep people off welfare, besides helping
them find work—is to make sure they’re edu-
cated. And the State of North Carolina de-
serves congratulations for having a really
good public school system. You were tied
with Texas, and that’s a big admission for a
Texan to say. [Laughter]

I want you to know that we passed a good
piece of education reform, and it ties in di-
rectly to what we’re talking about today. It
says, every child matters. We’ve got to chal-
lenge a system that tends to just shuffle chil-
dren through without regard to whether they
can read or write and add and subtract. We
need to focus resources on Title I. We’ll de-
mand accountability. We’ll pass flexibility out
of Washington, DC, to the local level. We’ve
got a reading program that understands read-
ing is the new civil right; if you can’t read,
you can’t succeed in the America of the 21st
century. This is a great piece of legislation,
sponsored by both Republicans and Demo-
crats. It shows what can happen when we
put our Nation ahead of political party, which
we must do more of in Washington, DC, as
far as I’m concerned.

In order to make sure our economy recov-
ers, in order to make sure we’ve got a balance
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sheet that is reasonable as we go into the
out-years, I want to insist Congress hold the
line in spending, that they not get carried
away, that they not spend—that what they
think sounds like—sounds good is not going
to work.

One area in which I’m going to hold the
line on the budget, though, is on TANF
funds. My budget calls for over $17 billion
a year for TANF funds to be block-granted
back to States. Now, there’s going to be some
in Congress that say we’ve got to reduce the
TANF monies, welfare monies, because the
caseloads have dropped. I don’t think we
ought to do that at this time in history. And
so the budget I’ve submitted holds the line
on TANF.

On the other hand, I do think we need
some reforms, and I want to share with you
some of those. But first, let me tell you that
there has been great success when it came
to welfare reform. We’ve actually changed
the whole culture from dependency to self-
sufficiency. And by doing that, the welfare
rolls have declined dramatically, and the
country’s better off for it, but more impor-
tantly, so are the human beings.

It’s so easy to get caught up in statistics,
and forget about behind each number is a
person. And today I have the honor of talking
about—of hearing from the people involved,
the human stories, the real-life stories of peo-
ple that have overcome incredible obstacles.

I like to tell people, the toughest job in
America is a single mom trying to raise her
children. That’s the hardest hill to climb in
this country. And yet, as a result of a collabo-
rative effort of public-private partnership
here in Mecklenburg County, a place where
government and business teamed up, many
people have been moved from dependency
upon government to work.

Now, the system worked, but in order for
that to happen, it requires a will, a personal
determination. Some person has to say, ‘‘I
can do better and want to do better,’’ just
like my introducer, Frances Cunningham,
did. She is a single mom with two teenagers.
That, in itself, deserves a medal. [Laughter]
She has started working with the Work First
Program, obviously has a job. But I want to
quote what she said: ‘‘The success of it is,
my children see me go to work every day.

And that makes them go to school every day,
because they see Mama isn’t staying at
home.’’ The ability for somebody to realize
kind of an independent life, less dependent
upon government, not only affects that per-
son but also affects a lot of other people,
starting with the children—starting with the
children.

I met with Michelle Venegas. Michelle is
articulate. I told her she speaks better
English than I do—[laughter]—although she
got hired as a translator. She’s from Mexico,
Tijuana, Mexico. She was working for a com-
pany that went out of business. She needed
a little transition help. She found it here in
Mecklenburg County. By the way, she, her-
self, is a mom, got a little ninita. She went
to the county department of social services.
She found out they needed someone with
Spanish language skills. She’s now employed
full-time by the department.

Kathleen Collado, I met with her, as well.
She’s a single mom, recently divorced. She
had no high school diploma. Imagine how
tough her future looked. She needed to take
a step up in life, and she found help. Kath-
leen was able to get her GED. She polished
her interviewing skills and now works for
U.S. Airways.

These are stories that are real. But the
good news is, in this county and all across
America, they have happened time and time
again. There are 20,000 businesses nation-
wide that have helped 1.1 million people go
from welfare to work. It is an essential ingre-
dient of what the future bill ought to look
like.

We need to make sure that work is an inte-
gral part of any welfare reauthorization, that
the cornerstone of a good bill understands
that when we help somebody find work—
and I emphasize the ‘‘help somebody find
work’’—that leads to more independence,
more self-esteem, and more joy and hope.
And so, as Congress begins to reauthorize,
I want to make sure that work is an integral
component and a strong component. As a
matter of fact, I believe that within 5 years,
70 percent of the welfare recipients must
work. As part of the requirement, 70 percent
of people being helped have got to get to
work, and we’ll help.
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The bill must allow for there to be ade-
quate time for training. Of a 5-day work
week, 3 could be devoted to work and 2 to
education and job training. For the tougher
cases, there ought to be time set aside exclu-
sively for job training or drug rehabilitation.
And high school moms ought to be allowed
to get credit for going to high school at the
same time as part of their work requirement.
In other words, the system ought to insist
upon work but encourage work by making
sure people have got the skills necessary to
work or the help necessary to make them
a responsible person in the workplace.

Secondly, our public policy must encour-
age families. Research shows that two-parent
families are more likely to raise a child that
is going to go to high school or college, that
a child in a two-parent family is less likely
to get addicted to drugs. Now, I understand
there are some families that just simply aren’t
meant to be. I know that. I’m not—I’m wise
about that. On the other hand, we ought to
aim for a goal, a goal that recognizes the
power and importance of two-parent families
in America.

And therefore, the budget I’m submitting
and the reform that I hope that Congress
will insist upon recognizes that premarital
counseling can work, conflict resolution after
marriage is important, antigambling—help
the old man get off the gambling habit will
help. Drug and alcohol rehabilitation can be
part of an important concept about keeping
families together. We’ve got $300 million—
up to 300 million in the budget to encourage
parenting and family programs to flourish at
the local level.

And as well, I’ve got $135 million in the
budget for abstinence education programs.
Now, let me be as candid as I can about this.
Abstinence works every time—[laughter]—
when it comes to making sure somebody may
not have an unwanted child or someone picks
up sexually transmitted disease. And this so-
ciety ought to give children the benefit of
the doubt. We ought not to assume that our
culture is automatically going to lead a child
to defy an abstinence education program. We
ought to try it. We ought to work hard. We
ought to shoot for the ideal in society and
not get drug down by the cynics. And so part
of making sure that welfare reauthorization

is going to achieve objectives is to promote
family and to encourage right choices
amongst American youth.

Thirdly, we must trust local officials to
manage the money necessary to achieve cer-
tain objectives and goals. We have got to have
flexibility at the Federal level. Tommy under-
stands that. It’s one of the main reasons I
asked him to become the Secretary of Health
and Human Services. He was a Governor;
I was a Governor. We understand that the
more flexibility there is at the local level, the
more possible it is to meet local needs and,
therefore, meet local and national objectives,
to meet goals.

And so one of the things we’re going to
ask Congress is not to micromanage the sys-
tem. There are hundreds of Federal welfare
programs. For those of you who work in this
line of work, you know what I’m talking
about—hundreds of them, many of them
with incredible hoops that need to be jumped
through in order to be able to access funds.
It is not necessary to have hundreds of wel-
fare programs. What’s necessary is to make
a commitment to set goals, to expect results,
and to trust local people in managing the dol-
lars. And that’s the spirit of welfare reform.

And we’re going to push hard for this ini-
tiative in the United States Congress. I can’t
guarantee 100-percent success. But I can
guarantee you, we’re going to give it our best
shot to make sure that we’re able to achieve
local objectives and, therefore, realize a na-
tional goal, and that is moving as many peo-
ple as we can, as compassionately as we can,
from welfare to work, helping people help
themselves.

And finally, any part of a welfare authoriza-
tion must understand the power of faith-
based organizations and charitable organiza-
tions in our society. I have asked for legisla-
tion that will encourage charitable giving and,
at the same time, allow faith-based organiza-
tions to access Federal dollars without dis-
crimination, without causing the faith-based
organization to abandon faith. You see, here’s
what I believe: I believe there are neighbor-
hood healers and helpers all across America
who want to love their neighbor just like they
love themselves and ought to be encouraged
rather than thwarted.
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I know you’ve got a strong faith-based ini-
tiative here in Mecklenburg County. I want
to applaud you for that. It makes sense to
say to church and synagogue and mosque
that if you want to help a neighbor in need,
we encourage you to do so. It makes sense
to recognize that sometimes a drug addict
or an alcohol—person hooked on alcohol
needs a change of heart in order to change
behavior. And that doesn’t happen through
Government bureaucracies. It happens as a
result of people of faith interfacing with
neighbors in need.

And so I’m calling on Congress, the Sen-
ate—and I talked to Senator Daschle about
this this morning, and he wrote a very posi-
tive editorial about the need for faith-based
programs in our society. I hope they get this
legislation passed and to my desk. It is essen-
tial that we rally the armies of compassion
all across the country.

Yesterday in Washington, DC, I met with
a guy hooked on crack cocaine. He found
the Lord. He changed his life. He’s married.
He was a lousy dad; he’s now a good dad,
upholding his obligations. He feels so much
better about himself. And as importantly,
he’s a part of a program that exists in inner-
city Washington, DC, trying to find the next
crack cocaine addict, to help that person help
themselves.

The fabric—I envision a fabric in our Na-
tion of healers and helpers and faith-based,
compassionate people, all reaching out to a
neighbor in need. People ask me all the time,
‘‘What can I do in the fight against terror?’’
And the answer is: Do something good.

You see, it’s the gathering—what I like to
call the gathering momentum of millions of
acts of kindness on a daily basis that stands
strong against the evil which attacked our
country. It is the ability for our Nation to
show its compassionate side through acts and
deeds of kindness and the willingness of
somebody to put their arm around a child
as a mentor and say, ‘‘I love you.’’ Or just
walking into a neighbor’s house, an elderly
neighbor’s house, a shut-in, and saying, ‘‘I
care about you. What can I do to help you
today?’’

This is the strength of the country. This
is—we’re not trying to reinvent something.
We’re tapping into the great soul of America.

The spirit of our country is one based upon
neighborhoods, people helping each other,
communities all bound up with one thing in
mind, how to make people’s lives better.

You know, they hit us; they attacked us;
they took life; but they have not been able
to dent the spirit of America. We are strong.
We are compassionate. We’re a loving nation.
And as a result, I see a future that is so hope-
ful and so bright for every citizen who’s fortu-
nate enough to call themselves an American.

Thank you for letting me come. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the
Chamber of Commerce. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Patrick McCrory of Charlotte;
Parks Helms, chairman, Mecklenburg Board of
County Commissioners; Rodney Carroll, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Welfare to Work
Partnership; Carroll Gray, president, Charlotte
Chamber of Commerce; and Chairman Hamid
Karzai of the Afghan Interim Authority. The
President also referred to Title I of the Improving
America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law No.
103–382), which amended Title I of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Public
Law No. 89–10), and TANF, the Temporary As-
sistance for Needy Families program.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Senatorial Candidate Elizabeth Dole
and Congressional Candidate Robin
Hayes in Charlotte
February 27, 2002

Thank you all very much. Please, be seat-
ed. Your salad might get cold. [Laughter]
Thanks so much for that warm welcome.

It’s great to be back in the State of North
Carolina. It just seems like I was here a cou-
ple of weeks ago—I was. [Laughter] I love
coming to your State. The people here are
wonderful and friendly. I love working the
rope line at the airport when people say, ‘‘Mr.
President, I’m praying for you.’’ I can’t tell
you how wonderful that makes me feel.

I thank you for your support and your
friendship. I thank you for getting ready to
send a fabulous woman to the United States
Senate named Elizabeth Dole. I appreciate
all those who have come to contribute not
only to Elizabeth but to my friend Robin
Hayes’s campaign, but also to the Republican
Party of North Carolina.
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Somebody said to me the other day—or,
actually, asked me today, you know, am I
going to campaign? ‘‘Here we are in war. Do
you think it’s all right for the President to
go campaign?’’ I said, ‘‘Yes, I do. I think it’d
be a lot easier for me to accomplish what
I want to accomplish with Denny Hastert as
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
with Trent Lott as majority leader of the
United States Senate.’’

So I want to thank you all for coming to
support two good candidates in the party. I
also want to say, although Elizabeth is going
to make a great United States Senator, it’s
been a joy to work with Jesse Helms. He’s
been a strong voice. And like—you know,
Robin is smart enough to send his wife.
[Laughter] I should have sent mine. [Laugh-
ter] What a fabulous job she’s doing.

You know, when I married her, she was
a public school librarian, didn’t particularly
care for politics—truth be known, politicians.
[Laughter] And now she has been in a posi-
tion of such important responsibility, and
she’s handled her position with such calm
and resolve. She’s been a wonderful com-
forter, not only to me but to the country,
and I’m so grateful for her and the sacrifices
she has made.

We’re doing great, by the way. I’ve never
felt stronger in my life. I think it’s because
my wife is so great. It’s also because I happen
to be the President of the greatest Nation
on the face of the Earth, and this country
is united and resolved.

Another reason I feel confident in our abil-
ity to accomplish some important missions
for the country is, I’ve assembled a great
team. For those of you who have ever run
a company or run an organization, you under-
stand what I’m about to say—that you’re only
as good as your team. And my national secu-
rity team is strong and capable and experi-
enced, and so is my domestic policy team,
with Tommy Thompson playing an integral
role. And Tommy, I want to thank you for
serving the country, and thank you for being
a part of my Cabinet.

We’re here today to talk about welfare re-
form. You do a good job in Mecklenburg
County about making sure that businesses
are responsible citizens in the county and
helping people help themselves by finding

them work. And we understand that work is
an integral part of any welfare reform, but
we also understand that we’ve got to pass
power out of Washington, DC, so the local
folks can meet important goals and objec-
tives. And speaking about local folks who we
trust, you’ve got a fine mayor. We appreciate
the mayor of Charlotte, and we appreciate
his leadership.

And I also want to thank Sue Myrick. She
is a fine Member of the United States Con-
gress. Every other word is ‘‘Charlotte’’ when
I’m around her. [Laughter] She did a great
job as mayor.

And speaking about that, Robin Hayes—
he needs to go back to Washington, DC. He
needs to be reelected for the good of North
Carolina, North Carolina workers, and North
Carolina businessowners.

And I want to thank you, Barbara, for rep-
resenting him. We’ve got—Barbaras have a
sweet spot in our heart in the Bush family.
And you did a fine job. I completely under-
stand why Robin is not here. He wants to
be working on behalf of the North Carolina
people, which is what he has done every time
I’ve met with him. He’s one of the best grass-
roots politicians I’ve ever met. He’s the kind
of fellow that, when you’re driving through
the district, he says, ‘‘There’s old Joe over
there. He owns that business. And there’s
this fellow over there. I got to know him
when I went to shake hands with him.’’

He also stood strong for the textile indus-
try. When it became clear that there was
going to be some trade negotiations going
on, he said, ‘‘I want to make sure textiles
are not dealt out of the mix this time.’’ And
because of his leadership, textiles have not
been dealt out of the mix.

The Secretary of Commerce was in your
State the other day and made it clear that
when it comes to trade, we’re for fair trade
for U.S. products. And I want to thank Robin
for his leadership. And the North Carolina
people ought to be thanking him for his lead-
ership, as well.

And I can’t wait to work with Elizabeth
Dole. It’s important this State send her to
Washington, DC. It’s important that you
have somebody in Washington that when she
calls over to the White House, they answer
the phone. [Laughter] She’s been a long-time
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friend. I trust her judgment. I know the in-
tegrity she’ll bring to the office.

I’ve been so impressed about how hard she
is working. It’s so easy to come into a State
and take things for granted. That’s not Eliza-
beth Dole’s style. She is going to out-work
anybody who’s running for the United States
Senate because she loves the State of North
Carolina. She’s always loved North Carolina,
and she’s going to represent you with class
and dignity in the United States Senate.

And we’ve got an important agenda in
Washington. We’re defending our country.
You know, the enemy attacked us thinking
we were soft, thinking our culture was cor-
rupt, thinking we’d just kind of roll over and
say, ‘‘Well, you know, okay, fine. We’ll figure
out if we can sue them.’’ [Laughter] Man,
did they make a mistake. They found a nation
that’s resolved. They have found out that we
will defend freedom. They understand now
that this Nation is slow to anger, but when
angered, we will chase them down, and we’ll
bring them to justice.

I’m so proud of the United States military.
For those of you who’ve got relatives in the
military—I met one young wife whose hus-
band was in the 101st—I want to thank you
all for your sacrifice to our country, as well.
And the budget I’ve submitted to the United
States Congress clearly reflects the need to
defend our country. It is the largest defense
increase since Ronald Reagan was President
of the United States. It says this: that if we
put our troops in harm’s way, if we ask young
men and women to defend America, our al-
lies, and our freedom, they must have the
best equipment, the best training, and the
best pay possible.

We have put together a mighty coalition
of freedom-loving nations, nations all re-
solved to rout out terror wherever it may
exist. It’s going to require our Nation to be
steadfast and strong in order to make sure
that coalition stays focused. And it’s easy for
a nation, for a leadership, to assume that po-
sition when we’ve got a nation that is resolved
and patient and determined.

I’m proud of the military, and I’m equally
as proud of the people of the United States
of America. We understand what is at stake.
We understand our freedoms are now being
challenged. We understand that civilization

itself is under attack, and we will not relent.
We stand strong in the face of the evil ones,
and we will be victorious, make no mistake
about it.

The American people understand it’s
going to take time to accomplish our objec-
tive. We’re just in the first theater in the war
against terror. We were able to uphold a new
doctrine which said, if you harbor a terrorist,
if you feed a terrorist, if you try to hide a
terrorist, you, yourself, are just as guilty as
the terrorist. The Taliban, one of the most
repressive governments in the history of the
world, has found out what we meant when
we said, ‘‘We will hold you accountable for
harboring terrorists.’’

Our military, they’re not conquerors;
they’re liberators. We liberated women and
children from the clutches of one of the most
barbaric regimes in the history of mankind,
and I’m so proud of the accomplishment in
Afghanistan.

And our troops are still in harm’s way.
We’re now in a dangerous phase in accom-
plishing our objectives. After all, we’re chas-
ing down people who, on the one hand, send
young boys to their death in the name of
religion and, on the other hand, hide in caves.
But there’s no cave deep enough. They can’t
hide long enough, because I’m patient, and
so is the United States military. We will take
however long it takes to hunt them down and
to bring them to justice. And that’s exactly
what they deserve, the justice of a freedom-
loving nation, a justice of a nation which will
defend herself at all costs. The price of free-
dom is expensive, but we’ll pay the price nec-
essary to defend our freedoms.

But history has called us into something
larger than just one organization. We must
defend ourselves and, more importantly, our
children and our children’s children against
future terrorist attacks. And so the cause goes
way beyond one person or one country. Our
cause is to rout out terror wherever it hides,
is to rally a coalition and insist upon results,
insist that we bring terrorists to justice.

It also recognizes a nightmare scenario, a
scenario which recognizes that great harm
could come to freedom-loving nations if we
ever allow a terrorist organization to hook up
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or become an alliance with a transparent na-
tion which develops weapons of mass de-
struction. We cannot allow some of the
world’s worst leaders to develop the world’s
worst weapons, to hold America and our
friends hostage. This administration will rout
out terror wherever it exists and will hold
people accountable if they harbor a terrorist
or made up a terrorist or threaten the United
States with terrorist weapons. [Applause]
Thank you. Thank you all. Sit down.

My most important job is to protect inno-
cent Americans. The best homeland defense
is to pursue terrorists overseas. The best way
to secure the homeland for the long run is
to be successful. In the meantime, however,
I found a good man, the Governor of Penn-
sylvania, Tom Ridge, who I’ve known for a
long time, a friend of Tommy’s and mine,
to set up a national strategy to defend the
homeland. We’ve got a first-responder initia-
tive that’s strong, that basically will rally po-
lice and fire departments at the local level
to respond if there ever is a problem.

We’re strengthening the Coast Guard to
make our coasts more secure. We’re going
to make sure our borders are secure by un-
derstanding who’s coming in and who’s going
out of the United States of America. We’re
doing everything in our power to rally the
resources of law enforcement and intel-
ligence communities to protect the American
people. I’m proud of the efforts of the law
enforcement level—at the Federal and State
and local level. They will stay on alert so long
as there is a threat to the United States of
America.

And we’ve got a job to do at home, as well.
You know, I was campaigning in Chicago,
and somebody asked me, ‘‘Is there ever any
time where the budget might have to go into
deficit?’’ I said, ‘‘Only if we were at war or
had a national emergency or were in reces-
sion.’’ [Laughter] Little did I realize we’d get
the trifecta. [Laughter] But we’re fine.

You know, I campaigned on tax relief be-
cause I knew it was the right thing to do.
It became even more apparent it was the
right thing to do when our economy started
slowing down, before I got sworn in as Presi-
dent. Tax relief, fortunately for the American
economy, passed the United States Congress.

By giving people more of their own money
to spend, it’ll help invigorate the economy.

Now, there are some in Washington who
say, ‘‘Well, maybe we ought not to have tax
relief. Maybe you ought to create uncertainty
about the tax relief plan.’’ Forget it. That’s
not going to happen. Tax relief for the Amer-
ican people happened at the right time. It
was the right thing to do, and I stand strongly
in support of giving people their own money
back.

And for the good of a lot of people in
North Carolina, in particular, the North
Carolina farmers and ranchers, we put the
death tax on its way to extinction. And you’ll
hear them screaming about the budget up
there. But if they’re worried about the budg-
et, what they need to do is fund the priorities
I’ve sent up there—national defense, home-
land security, education—and then hold the
line on spending everywhere else, and we’ll
be just fine.

And speaking about education, I’m proud
that we passed a good bill, really good edu-
cation bill. I know it shocked you, and I can
guarantee it shocked the people in Crawford,
Texas, to hear me say nice things about Ted
Kennedy. [Laughter] He deserved nice
things said about him in this case because
he got the bill unstuck in the United States
Senate. It is a bill which says the Republican
Party understands that we’ve got to educate
every child, that no child should be left be-
hind, that we strongly believe in account-
ability in our public school systems, that we
believe that poor children can read and write
and add and subtract, that we insist that there
be local control of schools, and we under-
stand that reading is the new civil right for
every child in America. This party now stands
squarely with the children of America, to say
that everybody ought to be educated, and we
support our public schools, and we think they
can do a better job, and the Federal role,
while needed, is limited.

I was proud of the bipartisan spirit. We
need more bipartisanship in Washington,
DC. We need less people worried about their
own personal political careers and more peo-
ple focused on what’s best for the United
States of America.

You know, I was very impressed today by
what I saw on the job training program. It
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really reinforces in my mind that the best
initiatives are always those that kind of spring
out of the hearts of people who really care
more about their communities than anybody
in a distant Government could possibly care.
And it reminds me of what I try to tell people
when they say, ‘‘What can I do to help Amer-
ica? What can I do to help fight in the war
against terror?’’ Well, if you’re not wearing
a uniform, I’ve got a suggestion for you: Love
your neighbor like you’d like to be loved
yourself. It’s kind of a universal admonition.
It doesn’t pertain to one religion or another,
but it’s pretty good advice, it seems like to
me. Because if you’re worried about fighting
evil, one way to do so is to do some good.
One way this Nation can stand up to forces
of evil is through the gathering momentum
of millions of acts of kindness which take
place every day, not because of Government
but because a loving citizen has said to him
or herself, ‘‘What can I do to help? What
can I do to make my community a better
place?’’

Every time somebody in America walks
next door to see a shut-in and says, ‘‘I care
about you,’’ that’s part of the momentum of
kindness that I was talking about. If you men-
tor a child and say to that child, ‘‘I love you,’’
teach a child how to read, you really are
standing in the face of terror and evil.

Now, the great strength of the country is
really not in the halls in Washington; it’s in
the hearts and souls of the people of North
Carolina and Texas and every other State in
the Union. And my job is to capture the spirit
of this country and to rally the strength, to
stand tall in the face of evil. And there’s no
doubt we can do this in this Nation.

I believe that we’re on the verge of chang-
ing a culture that will have lasting benefits.
Not only do I believe that what we pursue
overseas will make the world more peaceful
for generations to come, I believe that what’s
taking place in America today could make
America a more compassionate and kind
place for years to come, as well.

A lot of us grew up during a time when
the culture said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go
ahead and do it, and if you’ve got a problem,
blame somebody else.’’ I believe this Nation
is on the cusp of welcoming in a period of
personal responsibility, a responsibility era,

an era which says each of us are responsible
for the decisions we make in life. And that
starts with moms and dads understanding
their most important job is to love their chil-
dren with all their heart and all their soul.
It also means, in a period of responsibility,
that we love a neighbor like we’d like to be
loved ourselves.

Personal responsibility extends to the cor-
porate world as well, by the way. Corporate
America has got the responsibility to disclose
all assets and liabilities for shareholders and
employees. It’s also got a responsibility to
treat the employees with respect and help.
It’s like the corporate responsibility I saw
today when corporate Charlotte was working
to help people find jobs and find work, un-
derstanding that in work they find dignity.

Now, I absolutely believe that America is
going to make some right choices in life. And
those choices collectively will help change
the culture, and we’ll be better off for it. The
enemy hit us. They thought we were weak
and soft. Instead, they found a nation that
is strong and determined, but a nation, as
well, that is compassionate and decent, a na-
tion that will defend the values of freedom,
but a nation that will also make sure the
doors of hope and justice and opportunity
are open to every person who’s fortunate
enough to be called an American.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. in the
James Richardson Ball Room at the Charlotte
Convention Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Patrick McCrory of Charlotte; and Bar-
bara Hayes, wife of Representative Robin Hayes.
Representative Hayes is a candidate for reelection
in North Carolina’s Eighth Congressional District.

Remarks to the National Summit on
Retirement Savings

February 28, 2002

Thank you all very much. I appreciate that
warm welcome. It’s a pleasure to be here
with friends and those who are promoting
an important cause, and that is promoting
the security and dignity of Americans who
are in retirement.
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Americans can help secure their own fu-
ture by saving. Government must support
policies that promote and protect saving. And
saving is the path to independence for Amer-
icans in all phases of life, and we must en-
courage more Americans to take that path.

I want to thank the Secretary of Labor,
Elaine Chao, for helping put on this con-
ference, and I appreciate her service. I ap-
preciate the Director of the Small Business
Administration for being here; Hector, thank
you for coming. It is good to see at least one
fellow Texan, Sam Johnson. I appreciate you
being here, Sammy; thank you for coming.
And I appreciate Bill Roth, the former Sen-
ator from Delaware, for being here, as well.
Thank you, Senator, for coming today.

Just over a hundred years ago, at the turn
of the last century, the average life expect-
ancy in America was only 47 years. Today,
that number has increased by three full dec-
ades. This amazing advance in the health of
Americans is also profoundly changing our
society. Americans who retire today may have
decades—decades—of healthy life before
them.

This is time to volunteer, making seniors
one of the greatest resources of compassion
in America. This is time for family, to pass
on values to grandchildren and to strengthen
the bonds between grandparents and family
members. And increasingly, retirement is a
time of new beginnings, a time to travel and
explore, a time to take up new hobbies, and
a time to take up new careers.

Some 80 percent of baby boomers—I hap-
pen to be one—[laughter]—say they plan to
work at least part-time in retirement. And
smart employers will be wise to use their ex-
perience and their competence.

The choices seniors make in retirement
should not be limited by arbitrary dates or
obsolete stereotypes. Increasingly, the
choices of seniors will only be limited by two
things, the state of their health and the state
of their savings.

Because the nature of retirement is chang-
ing, the needs of retirement are changing,
as well. Older Americans now require a re-
tirement nest egg large enough for decades
of enjoyment and ambition. As medicine in-
creases the length of life, adequate savings

must increase the options we have on longer
lives.

Saving is never easy; it’s hard for some to
do. But it’s always worthwhile. Particularly
when you think about the power of
compounding interest. The power of com-
pound interest is one of the great advantages
of American citizens, and they must learn to
use it. If a worker starts saving just $20 a
week at age 22 and earns a 5.5 percent real
interest rate on the investment, that adds up
to a nest egg of nearly $180,000 by age 65.

This summit was created by Congress to
educate workers and citizens about the
power and rewards of saving, and I want to
thank you for participating. You’ve accom-
plished a great deal, but there’s much more
to do.

Americans are saving too little, often dan-
gerously too little. The average 50-year-old
in America has less than $40,000 in personal
financial wealth. The average American re-
tires with only enough savings to provide 60
percent of his former annual income. This
problem is especially acute for women and
minorities.

We must encourage, for all our people, the
security and independence provided by sav-
ings. I want America to be an ownership soci-
ety, a society where a life of work becomes
a retirement of independence.

Savings start as an individual responsibility,
but Government can help by expanding the
rewards of saving and by strengthening pro-
tections for saving. Last year, the Congress
passed and I proudly signed powerful new
incentives for retirement savings. Many of
you in this room were involved in that effort,
and I want to thank you.

We relaxed the restrictions on how much
workers can invest in their individual retire-
ment accounts and 401(k) plans. Last year’s
tax relief plan allowed workers over the age
of 50 to make overpayments to their retire-
ment plans. This is especially important for
women who take time out of the labor force
to stay at home with their children.

We passed some important reforms to give
workers more choices and more rights. We
created a new kind of 401(k) that allows
workers to pay their taxes now and make tax-
free withdrawals when they retire, just like
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the way the Roth IRA works. And we re-
quired companies to vest their employees’ re-
tirement rights more quickly. Your retire-
ment money becomes yours faster, now more
than ever.

And finally, we made it easier to roll over
retirement savings from one account to an-
other. We know that American workers
change jobs more frequently today than they
used to. This means that people are seeing
opportunity, and they’re seizing it. But if
workers are going to move, their retirement
savings need to move with them without un-
necessary bureaucracy and unnecessary pa-
perwork.

Thanks to the 2001 tax relief program, our
Tax Code is now friendlier to saving than it
has been in a long time. Not only am I proud
of cutting taxes, I’m proud of reforming the
savings, and I’m proud of the good work that
Congress did on this matter.

But there’s still more to do. Even when
people are saving enough, they need to feel
more secure about the laws protecting their
savings. In recent months, we’ve seen how
workers can lose a lifetime’s worth of savings
if their company were to fail. So my adminis-
tration has proposed reforms to make sure
that the money Americans put away in their
working years grows safely, so it is available
in their retirement years.

More than 40 million workers own 401(k)
accounts totaling over $1.8 trillion in assets.
Many of these assets have been contributed
by employers who match their workers’ own
savings. We know that employers contribute
more when they have the option to give com-
pany stock as well as cash, and that option
ought to remain as positive for American
workers. But a worker should also have more
freedom to choose how to invest their retire-
ment savings.

Companies that contribute stock to em-
ployee 401(k)s should not be permitted to
lock their employees into owning that stock
for years and years. My proposal will allow
workers to sell company stock and diversify
into other investment options after 3 years
in their own company’s plan. We need action
to give workers the right to put their sav-
ings—to put their eggs in more than one bas-
ket.

Another important reform addresses the
issue of blackouts, times when employees are
not free to change or access their retirement
accounts. When companies black-out a pen-
sion plan, they temporarily take away a work-
er’s freedom to choose for themselves. Work-
ers should be given a 30-day notice before
any blackout period begins, and company of-
ficers should not be allowed to sell their own
company stock when workers cannot. What’s
fair on the top floor should be fair on the
shop floor.

To make good investment decisions, work-
ers need sound advice and timely informa-
tion. Employers should be required to pro-
vide updates on workers’ retirement account
values every 3 months. And we should
change current law to remove the threat of
lawsuits from employers who provide sound
third-party investment advice.

All these measures will help build faith in
America’s pension system, and I urge Con-
gress to act. I want to thank Senators Tim
Hutchison and Chuck Grassley, and Rep-
resentatives Boehner, Portman, and Cardin,
for their bipartisan efforts to put forward
good, commonsense legislation that seeks to
achieve many of these pension reform prin-
ciples.

Every American deserves to be an owner
in the American Dream. That dream in-
cludes a sound pension plan and adequate
private savings, and it is ultimately completed
by Social Security reform. Some people like
their Social Security exactly the way it is, and
they’ll be able to keep it exactly the way it
is. But for younger workers who want to take
advantage of the power of compounding in-
terest, we should allow for personal retire-
ment accounts.

Today, Social Security is not a personal
savings program. Retirees’ benefits are paid
directly from the taxes paid each year by cur-
rent workers. The average return on Social
Security is less than 2 percent. And in the
long run, Social Security can pay retirees less
than 30 percent of what they earned before
retiring, and that’s not good enough as we
head into the 21st century.

We can do better, and a lot of people know
this. Someone retiring today after 45 years
of work would be entitled to a monthly ben-
efit of $1,128 a month from Social Security.
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If that same retiree—if those Social Security
taxes had been invested in the stock market
over the last 45 years, during the same period
of time, that person would now have a nest
egg of $590,000, or income of more than
$3,700 a month.

Because there will be an expanding num-
ber of retirees for Social Security to support
in the future, we must apply the power of
savings, investing, and compound interest to
the challenges of Social Security by intro-
ducing personal retirement accounts into the
system. Americans would own these assets.
After all, it is their money. They would see
more retirement income, and that’s nec-
essary as people live longer lives. And as im-
portantly, they would be able to pass these
accounts on to their children.

Franklin Roosevelt told the U.S. Congress
in 1935 that his goals for Social Security in-
cluded providing a secure retirement to
American workers and making sure all Amer-
icans could build their personal wealth. We
must dedicate ourselves to both those goals.

At a time when older Americans have
longer lives and more options than ever be-
fore, we need to ensure they have access not
just to a monthly check but to personal
wealth. And I mean all Americans, not just
a few but all Americans, especially women
and minorities who are often shortchanged
by the current Social Security system.

Robert Johnson, the CEO of Black Enter-
tainment Television, explains it this way, ‘‘Af-
rican-Americans die earlier, therefore receiv-
ing less in the form of Social Security pay-
outs. One of the ways to address this is
through the use of wealth-generating private
accounts that form part of an estate oppor-
tunity for African-Americans.’’ And Lea
Abdnor, a member of the President’s Com-
mission to Strengthen Social Security, as was
Mr. Johnson, said, ‘‘I believe very strongly
that we have to give women the opportunity
to create ownership and wealth for the first
time.’’ And I couldn’t agree more.

My administration is working to expand
growth and opportunity in our economy.
That’s why we cut the taxes. And we’ve got
to make sure opportunity is available as a re-
sult of people being able to own something,
own their own money so they can manage
it themselves, own their own portfolio, have

the capacity to generate wealth. The genera-
tion of wealth should not be limited to a few
in our society; it ought to be an opportunity
for everybody. There’s nothing better than
providing the incentive to say, ‘‘This is my
asset base. I own it. I will live on it in retire-
ment, and I will then pass it on to somebody
in my own family.’’

If you own something in America, you own
a stake in America’s future. And a good re-
tirement vision, a good retirement future says
that we must reform Social Security, not only
for the good of the system but, as impor-
tantly, for the good of American workers who
work all their life so that they can have an
asset base to call their own.

So as you continue to meet, I hope that
you will think not only about the short-term
issues we face but how best to make sure
that the retirement promises are kept, and
how to make sure that as we devise—come
up with new systems and new structures, that
we fundamentally change America for the
better, that we make the system open, and
that opportunity extends its reach throughout
every neighborhood. It is such a wonderful
opportunity for the country, and I hope you
join me in seizing it.

I want to thank you for giving me the
chance to come by. Elaine is right; I do worry
about the security of the American people.
I worry about the security of those who re-
tire. And I want you to know every day I’m
worried about the homeland security, too.
Every day we wake up—I wake up and go
into the beautiful Oval Office and read about
threats to the United States. And it reminds
me that the security of this country is my
most important job.

And I want to assure you all that our ad-
ministration is doing everything that we pos-
sibly can to make sure innocent Americans
do not lose their lives here at home. We’re
running down every lead. We’re following
every hint, every suggestion, every oppor-
tunity to chase down some possible clue of
an attack. We are doing it. And I’m proud
of our law enforcement officers at the Fed-
eral, State, and local level for their diligence.

But I also want to remind you that in order
to make sure the homeland is secure as it
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can possibly be for our children and grand-
children, that we must hunt down the killers
and would-be killers, terrorists, Al Qaida ter-
rorists, and bring them to justice. This is
going to require more time than people may
want. It’s going to require a patient and de-
termined nation.

But having traveled around the country
some, having had a chance to listen to the
American people, I’m proud of the fact that
our Nation is patient and is determined. Be-
cause our Nation understands that we fight
for freedom, and any time our freedom is
challenged, we stand strong in the face of
those who would take away our freedom.

Our military is making great strides. I’m
proud of the U.S. military. And as fellow
Americans, I will assure you that so long as
I’m the President, I will do whatever it takes
to protect the American people.

I want to thank you for letting me come
by. May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. in the
Presidential Ballroom at the Capital Hilton Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Robert L. Johnson,
chairman and chief executive officer, BET Hold-
ings, Inc.; and Leanne Abdnor, former executive
director, Alliance for Retirement Security.

Remarks Following a Roundtable
Discussion on Retirement Savings
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Des Moines, Iowa
March 1, 2002

The President. I want to thank Bill and
the employees here at Printers for sharing
with me their thoughts on the advantages and
the importance of 401(k) plans. The 401(k)
plan allows a person to invest his or her own
money in a savings account which will en-
hance their asset base in their retirement
years.

We talked about how important it is to
have an ownership society, where people
own assets. We talked about the importance
of 401(k) plans for small businesses in Amer-
ica. And Bill very wisely has set up a really
constructive and interesting plan, one of

which the owners—the whole concept is that
this is the workers’ money, that this is Diana’s
money or Judy’s money, and they ought to
be trusted in the management of that money.

And that’s what this plan does here, it gives
instant access to the Web site. They can
make investment decisions, obviously, within
the guidelines of the law. Now, there are
some reforms that are necessary for privately
held businesses, such as allowing for more
investment advice to the workers, without
fear of being sued.

But they’ve got a very constructive plan
here. I want to thank Bill and thank you all
for sharing with me the vibrancy of your
401(k) plan. A little later on I’m going to talk
again about some of the reforms we’re pro-
posing in Congress, as well as some of the
expansions to the 401(k) that we enacted into
law during the last—during the tax debate.

I’ll be glad to answer a couple of questions.
Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

Action Against Terrorism
Q. Mr. President, what did you make of

Senator Daschle’s comments yesterday with
the war—Mullah Omar and Usama bin
Laden are still out there?

The President. Well, I think most Ameri-
cans understand that it’s going to—it’s going
to take a while to achieve all our objectives,
that by far the vast majority of Americans
are patient. They know, when you’re looking
for one person who may be hiding in a cave,
it may take a while. But what Usama bin
Laden has got to understand, if we haven’t
already gotten him—I don’t know where he
is. But I think he now understands that this
patient and determined Nation is going to
hunt him down, that he can’t hide long
enough.

And the other point I’d like to make is,
as I’ve said repeatedly—and most Americans
understand this, as well—that our war against
terror is far greater than one person, that in
order to defend freedom and protect our
children and our children’s children, that we
must rout out terror wherever it tries to hide.

And that’s why we are working with our
coalition on an active basis to deny safe har-
bor, to disrupt financial plans. And the Amer-
ican people are beginning to see that we have
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been active beyond Afghanistan. We’ve obvi-
ously got activities interested—Philippines,
activities in Georgia. And we’re hunting him
down. And I’m real proud of our military.
We’ve been at this for about 6 months, and
we’ve been very successful in a quick period
of time.

Continuity of Government/Yemen
Q. Mr. President, is there a shadow Gov-

ernment in place since September 11th?
And——

The President. A shadowy Government
or a shadow Government? [Laughter]

Q. A shadow Government. And as part of
the antiterror effort, are you considering
granting some form of aid to Yemen?

The President. Let’s see, there are two
questions there. The first one is, we have—
we take the continuity-of-Government issue
very seriously, because our Nation was under
attack. And I still take the threats that we
receive from Al Qaida killers and terrorists
very seriously.

I have an obligation as the President, and
my President has an obligation to the Amer-
ican people to provide—to put measures in
place that, should somebody be successful in
attacking Washington, DC, there’s an ongo-
ing Government. That’s one reason why the
Vice President was going to undisclosed loca-
tions. This is serious business, and we take
it seriously.

As far as Yemen goes, Yemen is a country
that—I’ve had a very good discussion with
the President of Yemen. I made it clear to
him, as well as other Presidents of nations,
that you’re either with us, or you’re not with
us, and that if you’re with us, we expect re-
sults.

I don’t know if you remember my speech
to the United Nations, where I said, thanks
for all the condolences and flowers; now is
the time for action, that if you’re a part of
our coalition, we expect you to work dili-
gently and work hard to arrest Al Qaida kill-
ers. Al Qaida members are people who aid
and abet Al Qaida. And the Yemen Govern-
ment is responding.

I’ve oftentimes asked, what about—you
know, what are the particulars you’re doing,
in a particular government? I’m not going
to talk about ongoing operations. I will just

tell you that wherever we find an Al Qaida
presence, we work with the government to
rout them out. In other words, this war
against terror is far broader than Afghanistan,
and we’re making good progress.

Energy Taskforce Documents
Q. Sir, some of the legal actions seeking

documents from the energy task force have
been successful. It looks like some of the doc-
uments are going to be released. Are you
concerned——

The President. That’s fine with me.
Q. Are you concerned about some of the

information that’s out there?
The President. No.
Q. Will it raise doubts about your energy

plan?
The President. Not at all, no. I’m not con-

cerned at all. As a matter of fact, I hope the
Energy Department gets the documents out
there as quickly as they possibly can.

I am concerned, though, about a Congress
trying to make privileged the private con-
versations the President or the Vice Presi-
dent has. In other words, I receive advice,
and in order for people to give me sound
advice, that information ought not to be pub-
lic. Somebody is not going to walk into the
Oval Office thinking that the conversation is
going to be public and give me good, sound
advice.

And therefore, when the GAO over-
stepped its bounds to try to get advice given
to the Vice President and me, we resisted.
But in terms of the honoring the FOIA re-
quest, the freedom of information request to
our Departments, in which different groups
are legally entitled to do, you bet.

And we received interesting advice from
a lot of people on our energy plan. First of
all, we’re the first administration to put forth
an energy plan. And this Nation needs an
energy plan. The more dependent we are on
foreign sources of crude oil, the less secure
our Nation will be. And it’s about time some-
body stepped forth with an energy plan.

And we listened to energy companies,
which seems to make sense. If you’re devel-
oping an energy plan, one place to start is
to listen to people who know something
about the business. We also listened to envi-
ronmental groups. We listened to people that
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were concerned about how to create more
conservation.

And the end result was a plan that is now
public, and every American has got the ca-
pacity to pick it up and read it and decide
whether they think it makes sense or not.
The House of Representatives evidently
thought so, because they passed the bill. And
for the good of the country, the Senate needs
to pass an energy bill that encourages con-
servation, exploration, and modernizes the
capacity and the abilities of the country to
move electricity from one part of the country
to the next.

Last question.

Continuity of Government
Q. Sir, back to the issue of the shadow

Government. The reports out today said that
one reason why the shadow Government was
authorized was that there was a threat of nu-
clear attack by Al Qaida. Is that something
that is still a significant threat?

The President. We take every threat seri-
ously. And until this country has routed out
terrorists wherever they try to hide, we’re not
safe.

Now, we’re doing everything we can to
protect the American people, and the Amer-
ican people understand that. They know that
our Federal law enforcement, State law en-
forcement, local law enforcement are work-
ing day and night to protect the American
people. I’m proud of the efforts. I believe—
I know we’ve made America a tougher place
to attack than before. It is much harder for
somebody to get on an airplane to attack
again. We are taking—you know, we’ve got
better intelligence-gathering. We’re doing
everything in our power to protect the Amer-
ican people.

And I will tell you, there are people still
in this world who want to harm America. And
we’re going to chase them down. And it’s
going to take a while. But I am a determined
person, and as I told the American people,
I’m not going to relent. I believe we’ve been
called by history to lead the world. I believe
this great, strong, compassionate country has
been given a unique moment. And I’m not
going to miss the moment, by leading the
world to a more freedom-loving world. And
the American people understand that, and

they’re solid behind this administration’s ef-
forts to defend freedom.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
production control room at The Printer, Inc. In
his remarks, he referred to William C. Benskin,
president, and Diane Grimes and Judy Ford, em-
ployees, The Printer, Inc.; and President Ali
Abdallah Salih of Yemen. A reporter referred to
Mullah Omar, former head of the Taliban regime
in Afghanistan; and Usama bin Laden, leader of
the Al Qaida terrorist organization. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks to Employees of
The Printer, Inc., in Des Moines
March 1, 2002

Well, thanks for that warm welcome. It’s
nice to be back in Iowa. I spent some quality
days here in Iowa. [Laughter] I used to tell
people that Iowa was the friendliest State
that I campaigned in, and I want to thank
you for the hospitality, coming back as your
President.

I appreciate the Governor being here.
Governor, thanks for taking time. We had
the honor of hosting the Governors—the na-
tional Governors at the White House last
Sunday night. I’d just gotten in from China,
rented my tux, and had the Governors over.
[Laughter] But it was good to see your Gov-
ernor, and thanks for being here. I’m hon-
ored you’re here.

And I also appreciate so many friends and
members of the Iowa House who are here.
I see my friend Mary Kramer. I see the
speaker. I want to thank you both for coming.
I want to thank all the members. I hope the
Governor is doing everything you tell him
to do. [Laughter] That’s not the way it’s sup-
posed to work.

I appreciate very much Leonard Boswell,
the Congressman, for being here, and I want
to appreciate my friend Tom Latham, as well,
for traveling with me—two fine Members of
the United States Congress. Anyway, I thank
all the elected officials for coming. I appre-
ciate a chance to say hello.

I also want to thank the Benskins for invit-
ing me here. I didn’t realize Bill—I guess
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the employees probably didn’t realize it ei-
ther—he’s such a silver-tongued devil.
[Laughter]

But I appreciate so very much the chance
to visit with Bill and some of the employees.
Let me tell you what my first impression is,
is that this is a company that deeply cares
about the people who work here. And Bill
and Marty understand that if you treat the
folks that work with you well, you’ll more
likely have a good product, that if you care
about the future of the people who are doing
the work for your company, the company is
going to have a culture of success. And I
could feel that instantly when I came here,
and I want to congratulate the Benskins.

See, small business is the lifeblood of the
American economy. Most new jobs are cre-
ated in small businesses. I’m a big believer
in the entrepreneurial spirit. I’m a big be-
liever in understanding that the role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth but an envi-
ronment in which small businesses can flour-
ish and people like the Benskins can realize
their dream and, in turn, provide good,
steady, honorable employment for the people
who work in this company. So I want to thank
you for giving me a chance to come and talk
about security.

Before I talk about retirement security, I
see people wearing our uniform—the uni-
form—and I’ve got to talk about national se-
curity from a defense perspective. I sub-
mitted a budget to the United States Con-
gress that sets this priority: We will defend
freedom at any cost.

The budget I submitted says basically this:
If you wear the uniform of the United States
of America and you’re fighting to defend our
freedom, you deserve the best equipment,
the best training, another pay raise. And
Congress best heed that call.

We’re in for a long and difficult struggle
when it comes to fighting terrorists. It’s long
and difficult because, unlike other wars,
these kind of faceless folks, nameless folks
hide and burrow into countries that may be
weak. They hide in the caves. These are the
kinds of people who send young advocates,
young believers to their suicide, and they,
themselves, hide.

When they attacked our country, they real-
ly didn’t understand America. They thought

we were soft. They thought we had a culture
that was so materialistic that nobody in this
land would be willing to sacrifice for some-
thing greater than ourselves. And they made
a huge mistake.

I made it absolutely clear to the world, a
couple of points: One, that if you harbor a
terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide
a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the terror-
ists who attacked America, and you’ll be held
accountable. And that’s exactly what hap-
pened to the Taliban. They wish they’d never
heard of America.

But our country showed up not as con-
querors but as liberators. Our United States
military liberated a nation from the most bar-
baric—one of the most barbaric regimes his-
tory has shown, and now young girls get to
go to school, and women are free. And I can’t
tell you how proud I am of the efforts of
the United States military in Afghanistan.

I also made it clear to our coalition and
our country that this is a new kind of war,
that we’ve got to think about our children’s
future, that we can’t rest until we have routed
out terrorists wherever they try to hide,
wherever they think they can accumulate and
gather to hurt us again.

Listen, we’re doing everything we can to
protect the homeland of the country. Our law
enforcement is on alert. Our FBI has got
thousands of agents now chasing down every
possible lead, every hint. Every opportunity
to make the country safe, we’re seizing it.
We’ve got a national strategy in place to have
a good first-time responders initiative. I know
the Governor is working on that, along with
local law enforcement officials, to make sure
that if we’re attacked, there is a good re-
sponse mechanism in place. We’re working
on a bioterrorism initiative. We’re strength-
ening our borders. We’re going to have a bet-
ter understanding of who’s coming in and
who’s going out of the United States of
America. And we’ve got better intelligence-
sharing. We’re doing everything we can.

But the best way to secure the homeland
is to chase down those that would harm us
and bring them to justice, and that is pre-
cisely what the United States of America is
going to do. It doesn’t matter how long it
takes; it doesn’t matter where we have to go.
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We will protect freedom, and this administra-
tion will protect the innocent lives of Amer-
ican citizens.

I’m confident the congressional appropri-
ators will not let our military down and will
not let the American people down, because
the American people are united and patient
and strong and prepared to defend freedom.
I can’t tell you how proud I am of our coun-
try, how proud I am of those who understand
the task ahead.

I also understand that part of my job is
to battle a recession, and I spent a lot of time
here in Iowa talking about the need for tax
relief. And we passed tax relief right about
the right time, because the best way to battle
an economic slowdown is to get people your
own money back so you can spend it. And
as you spend it, it encourages new products
and jobs.

There are some in Washington who want
to argue that we shouldn’t go on with tax
relief that we passed. They’re reading the
wrong economic textbooks. They are mis-
taken. Tax relief is good for American work-
ers, and tax relief is good for the American
economy.

I know we need to take care of workers
whose lives were affected as a result of the
terrorist attacks on America. We need to ex-
tend unemployment benefits, and we need
to help with health care. And I’ve laid out
an initiative to do that. The House of Rep-
resentatives passed a good bill to do that.

But people want more than an unemploy-
ment check in America; they want a pay-
check. And what people in Washington ought
to be asking is how—what do we do to create
more jobs so people can find work; what does
it require? And one of the things that I think
needs to happen is, we need a stimulus bill,
an economic growth bill, a jobs bill that will
encourage more investment in plant and
equipment. If companies invest more in
plant and equipment, companies are more
likely to hire more workers. We need a stim-
ulus bill out of Washington, DC.

And we need a good farm bill to help with
jobs. And I’m looking forward to working
with Congress to get a good farm bill, one
that recognizes a couple of things: One, farm-
ing is an incredibly important part of our
economy. It’s a huge industry in America.

And the more vibrant the farm economy is,
the more vibrant our national economy will
be.

Secondly, we’ve got to think about value-
added processing when it comes to agri-
culture. I believe in ethanol. I believe ethanol
is good for the quality of the air. I believe
ethanol is important for the agricultural sec-
tor of our economy. I think it makes sense,
and we’ve got to explore additional ways.

We’ve got to have a farm bill that provides
a safety net but doesn’t encourage over-
production. And at the same time, we must
open up markets for Iowa corn growers and
soybean growers. When I was in China, I
spent a lot of time talking to the Chinese
leadership, saying, ‘‘Buy those Iowa soy-
beans. You said you would do so. Open your
markets.’’ Because the more markets are
open around the world for food products, the
more likely it is American farmers, who hap-
pen to be the best at growing food in the
world, are going to be able to sell their prod-
ucts. We ought to be feeding the world be-
cause we’re the best at growing food. And
so I want a good farm bill, and I expect to
get one here pretty quick. And I look forward
to signing it.

And also, we need an energy bill. Listen,
we import over 50 percent of our energy
from overseas. And that doesn’t make sense.
We have to do it because we’re not con-
serving enough, nor we are producing
enough. For the good of the national security
of our country, we ought to encourage more
exploration in an environmentally friendly
way on American soil. We ought to be less
dependent on foreign sources of crude oil.

And I also want to talk about retirement
security today. And I came here not only be-
cause I wanted to herald the importance of
small business in our society but because this
company has a good 401(k) plan. A good
401(k) plan has got some features to it, one,
that there is an encouragement for people
to save. And Bill was telling me that one of
the smart things they did was they put a cer-
tain amount of money in everybody’s 401(k)
plans to begin the process, and everybody
said, ‘‘What is a 401(k) plan?’’ It got
everybody’s attention when they saw they
had a little money, something set aside for
them.
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A good plan is one that—where the com-
pany says it’s to your advantage to put as
much money as you can away when you’re
younger and understand the power of
compounding interest rates. In other words,
watching that money grow on a tax-free basis
makes a lot of sense. And the workers here
at The Printer, Inc., understand that.

You see, we’re going to have to encourage
more savings in America because people are
going to live longer lives. I mean, you and
I, the baby boomers, if we behave ourselves,
will live way beyond the average lifespan of
20 to 30 years ago. And I don’t know about
you, but I plan to be active after I’ve reached
the so-called retirement age. And therefore,
it is to our advantage to start putting more
money aside early so we’ve got more money
to spend and to live on later on.

And the 401(k) is a great way to encourage
savings. And Bill was telling me, there’s no
guarantees, but on bonus years it goes in the
401(k)s, which is a way to encourage workers
to pay attention to the plan.

He also tells me that there’s a Web page
designed for instant access to your money.
This isn’t the Government’s money, by the
way. This is your money; this is the workers’
money; and you ought to be trusted with your
own money. And a 401(k) recognizes who
owns the money. And a good company is one
that provides the instant access to accounting
of your money, so you can see how it’s grow-
ing. And then you have the option, obviously,
within the law, to make investment decisions
that you think is important.

Now, one issue that I am concerned about
is that a company like right here cannot offer
sound investment advice, third-party advice
to the workers, because they’re afraid to get
sued. Now, that doesn’t make any sense to
me, that if on the one hand a business such
as this sets up a 401(k) plan and encourages
investment, that they can’t bring a third-party
adviser to sit down with the workers, to give
people objective advice as to what’s hap-
pening in the marketplace or what makes
sense, without fear of lawsuits. We’ve got too
many lawsuits in our society, to begin with.
And it doesn’t make any sense to force work-
ers not to be able to have good advice be-
cause somebody is afraid of getting sued.

And so it seems like, to me, it makes sense
for Congress to help reform pension laws by
making it easier for people such as Bill to
get good advice for the workers, without fear
of some junk lawsuit or some throwaway law-
suit.

And so I’m proud of what’s happening
here in this company, and I know that we
need to do more when it comes to encour-
aging savings. And we did some good stuff
in the tax relief—the tax cut—tax relief bill
I talked about last year. Let me tell you about
some of the reforms we made to encourage
others to save more.

One, we relaxed the restrictions on how
much workers can invest in their individual
retirement accounts and 401(k) plans; in
other words, made it easier for people to in-
vest.

Two, it allows people over the age of 50
to catch up, to put more money into their
retirement fund. And why would that hap-
pen? Well, somebody might have been laid
off for a while. Or, if you happen to be a
woman and you stayed at home for a while
to raise your kids and came back into the
workplace late, you ought to be allowed to
catch up. You ought to be allowed to put
more money in to make sure your 401(k) was
sound and whole.

We have—as well, we’ve reduced the tax
burden on small businesses who want to start
a 401(k) plan. As Bill will tell you if you were
to ask him, it’s pretty expensive to start one
of these plans. You’ve got to hire a lawyer;
you’ve got to hire an accountant. There are
some startup costs. And a lot of small busi-
nesses take a look at the startup costs, and
they say, ‘‘What the heck do I want to spend
money on this for,’’ and therefore don’t. And
the workers lose out on a fantastic oppor-
tunity.

And so it makes sense for the Government
to make it easier for the small businesses to
be able to deduct the cost of such startups
on the tax credit basis, so that we encourage
more 401(k) plans in America and, therefore,
encourage more savings. The more savings
there are, as Americans grow older, the more
likely it is we’ll have a vibrant society where
people are more productive, more happy,
and more healthy.
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I also am deeply concerned about pension
plan abuse. I’m worried about what’s taking
place, what we’ve seen in the newspapers
here in America. First of all, there’s such a
thing as corporate responsibility. We’ve seen
that here in this company, people responsible
for the employees. Corporate America has
a responsibility to disclose all the assets and
liabilities of their companies.

As well, we need to make sure that workers
don’t lose everything if their company were
to fail. In other words, there needs to be
some safeguards in some of these 401(k)
plans, particularly as it relates to publicly
traded companies. And let me cite some of
the reforms I think that Congress ought to
pass.

First, workers would be free to sell any
stock their company contributes to their re-
tirement plan after participating for 3 years.
In other words, if you’ve been a 3-year em-
ployee and your company has used stock as
part of your retirement plan—which, by the
way, is a good thing. I hope Congress under-
stands it’s a good thing to encourage compa-
nies to contribute their own stock to their
employees as part of an incentive plan. On
the other hand, an employee ought to be able
to sell that stock after she or he has worked
there for a 3-year period of time.

Secondly, they have what they call a black-
out period sometimes, when they change a
fund manager, for example. And here’s what
I believe ought to happen: If there’s a black-
out period in which employees can’t conduct
transactions, first, an executive shouldn’t be
able to sell if the employee can’t sell. What’s
good for the executive ought to be good for
the employees in America. If the boss sells,
so should everybody else. And if everybody
else can’t sell, the boss doesn’t get to sell.

There ought to be a guarantee that em-
ployees get to see at least quarterly reports
on what’s taking place in the 401(k) plans.
Here, you get a minute-by-minute report.
You know, the information flows so freely
these days, it seems like it makes sense to
give everybody instant access to what’s going
on in their accounts, and that’s what ought
to be happening. There ought to be, you
know, at least quarterly reporting as well, as
I mentioned, to make sure that small busi-
nesses have got an incentive to set up a plan,

as well as liability protection against those
employers who are anxious that there be as
much information and as much knowledge
passed between adviser and employee.

The whole point is this: We ought to do
everything we can in Washington, DC, to en-
courage people to own a piece of the future.
The more somebody owns something, the
more somebody builds up an asset base, the
better off America will be. And whether it
be in Social Security or 401(k)s, we’ve got
to understand the power of compounding in-
terest, the importance of savings, and the
beauty of ownership in the American society.

And what a great society this is. America—
you know, when they hit us, they didn’t real-
ize that out of this terrible evil was going
to come some good. Nobody—nobody in
America wishes what happened on 9/11
would ever occur again, of course. And we’re
still sad when we think of the events—at least
I am. But there’s going to be some incredible
good that comes out of this. The world will
be more peaceful if we’re strong and patient
and resolved, and we will be. But as a result,
I think our communities are going to be bet-
ter. I think the American people have taken
a good, hard look at what’s important in life.
They understand that loving your child, if you
happen to be a mother or dad, is the most
important job you’ll ever have. America
knows that.

I like to tell people that, if you’re inter-
ested in fighting evil and want to join in the
war against terror, love your neighbor like
you’d like to be loved yourself. It’s what I
call the gathering momentum of millions of
acts of kindness which define America and
which enable America to stand tall in the face
of evil. It’s all these acts of goodness that
take place in our society. Right here in Des
Moines, Iowa, somebody walks across the
street on a daily basis and says to a shut-
in, ‘‘I love you. What can I do to help you?’’
It’s that accumulation of all those acts which
define our country.

What a great nation we are. We’re a strong
nation; we’re a proud nation; and we’re show-
ing the world we’re a deeply compassionate
nation as well. Out of evil will come good.
They thought they hit a weak nation, but in-
stead they found a strong, strong group of
people, and I’m proud to be your President.
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God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
bindery at The Printer, Inc. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Thomas J. Vilsack of Iowa; Mary
Kramer, president, Iowa State Senate; Brent
Siegrist, speaker, Iowa State House of Represent-
atives; and William C. Benskin, president, and
Martin L. Benskin, vice president, The Printer,
Inc.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Representative Tom Latham
in Des Moines

March 1, 2002

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
It’s an unbelievable honor for a guy from
Midland, Texas, to be back in Iowa. [Laugh-
ter] As I recall, it started here, and I want
to thank you all. I want to thank you for your
support, and I want to thank you for coming
out to support Tom Latham. And I want to
thank you for your support for the Iowa Re-
publican Party. And I want to thank you for
that warm welcome. It’s an honor to be back
in your great State.

I too want to extend our most heartfelt
sympathies to Katie Roth. As you know, Luke
was—ran my campaign here in the primaries.
I remember him as a joyous, fine, solid
American. I talked to Katie the other day on
the phone. I assured her the prayers of Iowa
and Luke’s friends are with her, and I know
you join me, I hope, in praying for God’s
blessings on Katie and the family.

Somebody said to me the other day, ‘‘Do
you plan on campaigning? You’re the Presi-
dent of all the people.’’ I said, ‘‘Sure I am.
When I find somebody good, I’m going to
help them.’’ And Tom Latham is a good,
good United States Congressman.

You bet I’m going to campaign. I’m going
to campaign for a party that holds the values
that I hold dear to my heart of heralding the
individual and limiting the size and scope of
Government, recognizing that all wisdom is
not in Washington, DC, but is in local gov-
ernments and individuals, recognizing that
we must have a strong national defense to
secure freedom. I am. I’m going to campaign.
I want Denny Hastert to be the Speaker of

the House, and I want Tom Latham returned
to the United States Congress.

And I want to thank you all for coming
to help, and I appreciate your generosity. I
also want to thank Kathy Latham for her pa-
tience and her support of Tom. And like me,
Tom married above himself. [Laughter]
Thank you for being here, Kathy.

Speaking about marrying above myself,
Laura is doing great. As you may remember,
she was a public school librarian when I mar-
ried her. She really wasn’t interested in poli-
tics or politicians, and now she is a fabulous
First Lady for the United States of America.
She sends her greetings. I’m going to see her
here in a while, and I look forward to telling
her that I saw a lot of our friends in Iowa
today at lunch.

I also want to thank Elaine Chao. You
know, one of the ways you judge a President
is what kind of team does he put together.
And as you’ve seen, I’ve put together a fabu-
lous national security team, a team of experi-
enced hands and people who are willing to
express their opinion, willing to work for
what’s best for America. And I’ve also put
together a great domestic team as well. And
one of those members is Elaine Chao, who
is the Secretary of Labor, and I want to thank
you for coming, Elaine.

I see the party chairman; Chuck, thank you
for coming here. I got to know Larson on
the campaign trail. Never did I realize he’d
be elevated to such a high standing in life.
[Laughter] But now that he is, I hear that
he’s doing a great job. So Mr. Chairman,
thank you for taking on a leadership role. I
love your enthusiasm, and I love your zest
for life.

I think Bob Ray is here. He set the stand-
ard for what it means to be a Governor. Terry
Branstad I understand was going to be here,
as well. If so, thanks for coming. There,
Branstad, how are you? Hi, Bob. Thank you
all for coming. It’s good to see you both
again. I know Mary Kramer told me she was
coming, and I know the speaker is here and
others from the State House. Mary, how are
you? Again, thank you Speaker.

I want to thank you all for being here. I
was back—met some folks back there, and
this tall giant walked through. He said, ‘‘I
used to mow down the Texas Rangers on a
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regular basis.’’ And I said, ‘‘You’re not Cal
Eldred, are you?’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, I am.’’ I
said, ‘‘Well, I’m sorry to see you again.’’
[Laughter] But I’m glad to see him here.
Where are you, Cal? There he is. Thanks for
coming, Cal. I appreciate your being here.
I know you’re sorry to be out of baseball,
but Ranger fans are glad you are. [Laughter]
At any rate, thank you all for coming.

Let me tell you a couple things about Tom
Latham that it’s important for those who
might be undecided to listen to. One, he’s
on the Appropriations Committee. That’s im-
portant, to be on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. It requires somebody who has got a
little extra—a little extra talent to be on that
committee in the House of Representatives.
It makes no sense for people in the congres-
sional district in which he’s seeking to replace
somebody on the Appropriations Committee
with somebody who’s not. The Appropria-
tions Committee is one of the most important
committees there is in the United States
Congress. And not only that, but he’s got
some accomplishments that I want to tout.

One of them is—and this is an important
issue that faces the future of America—he
is a strong battler of illegal drugs. Meth-
amphetamine, for example, has been a prob-
lem in the Midwest, a problem here in Iowa,
and this good United States Congressman
had the foresight and willingness to work to
get a regional training center to fight
methamphetamines. And I appreciate that
very much, Tom, and so do the people of
Iowa, and they’ve got to remember that when
it gets ready to go into the polls.

As you know, in Washington we’ve got a
lot of talkers. And what you need to do is
herald the doers, the people who can get
things done. One of the interesting issues,
as you know, that obviously faces Iowans—
and I learned this firsthand, of course—is the
agricultural economy here. The farm bill is
working its way through, and Tommy Latham
understands a couple of points that are im-
portant. One, we need a safety net, but we
don’t want to encourage overproduction. We
want a wise farm policy, and part of that wise
farm policy is to make sure that we open up
markets for trade.

The Iowa farmers are the best farmers in
the world. And it makes sense if you’re the

best farmer in the world—if you’re the best
in the world, you want to be able to sell more,
not sell less. And so when I was in China
recently, I made it very clear to the Chinese
officials with whom I met that they need to
honor obligations and open up their markets,
starting with soybeans from the United States
of America. Those protectionist voices in
Washington must not understand the Iowa
farm community. The more product we sell,
the better off it is for the Iowa farmer, and
Tom Latham understands that.

He also understands, and I understand,
the importance of value-added processing
when it comes to agricultural products. I told
the good people in Iowa, when I campaigned
here, I supported ethanol. I supported eth-
anol as the nominee of the party, I supported
ethanol as a candidate, and I support ethanol
as the President of the United States.

But there are some other things we ought
to do. We ought to do what Tom Latham
has suggested and has done, which is to en-
courage more research and development be-
tween the Energy Department and the Ag
Department, so that we can fully explore the
potential of biomass. One thing you’ll hear
me talk a lot about is we need less depend-
ency on foreign sources of energy. And there
would be nothing better than to be able to
grow our way out of that dependency. But
it requires leadership, and Tom Latham has
provided that leadership for the good of
Iowa, as well as for the good for the Nation.

And finally, an issue that he spends a lot
of time thinking about and working on and
talking to me about, is to make sure that
there is equity for rural hospitals, particularly
when it comes to Medicare reimbursements.

My point to the people of Iowa is that this
is an accomplished man and a smart man who
has got the interest of his district in his heart.
And it makes a lot of sense, if you care about
the future of Iowa—forget political party, if
you care about the future of Iowa—to send
this good man back to Washington, DC,
come November.

And one other thing I like about him is
he understands that the budget I sent up to
Washington, DC—up in Washington, that
prioritizes our national defense, is the right
priority for the country. We’re defending
freedom, and I sent a budget up there that
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says, we’re going to set a priority for defend-
ing freedom. And the Congress ought to pass
that budget. It ought to recognize that the
price for defending freedom is high, but
whatever it takes, we ought to spend because
our freedom is precious and dear.

This Nation has sent men and women who
wear our uniform into battle to defend free-
dom, and they have performed brilliantly.
But if we send them into battle, they deserve
the best training, the best supplies, the best
equipment. They deserve another pay raise.
And Congress needs to fully fund the military
and defense budget I sent up to both the
Senate and the House because we’re in for
a long struggle. You know, I told the Amer-
ican people that this was a new kind of war.
The enemy hit us. We’ve never been attacked
like that before on the continental 48, and
we realized that we’re in a new era. And
that’s going to require patience of the Amer-
ican people, because we’re chasing down a
kind of a faceless enemy, an enemy who
sends young men to die on suicide missions
and they, themselves, try to hide in caves.

But you need to know how determined I
am to defend America and our freedom. It
doesn’t matter how deep the cave is. It
doesn’t matter where the cave is. We’re going
to find them. We’re going to slowly but surely
hunt them down and bring them to justice.

In the course of this war, I laid out some
doctrines that are pretty darn clear. One of
them is, if you harbor a terrorist, if you feed
a terrorist, if you provide aid or comfort to
a terrorist, you are just as guilty as the ter-
rorist. And the Taliban found out exactly
what we meant.

Our military took on a tough mission to
uphold that doctrine, and it was a dangerous
mission, and they performed brilliantly.
We’re not conquerors; we showed the world
we’re liberators. We liberated people from
the clutches of one of the most barbaric re-
gimes in the history of mankind. I cannot
tell you how proud I was to see the joy on
the faces of women and little girls in Afghani-
stan with the realization that this mighty Na-
tion has freed them to realize their dreams.

I also made it clear to the world that either
you are with us, or you’re against us, that
either you’re with the United States in de-
fending freedom, or you’re not with the

United States in defending freedom. And a
lot of people have heard that Nation, and
they’re proud to sign up with us. And we’ve
got a vast coalition, as we’re hunting down
the Al Qaida.

We’ve had over 1,000 arrests in places out-
side of Afghanistan. I mean, we’re slowly but
surely doing what we need to do to protect
the homeland. And the coalition understands
our determination, and they see our resolve.

I’m proud of the patience of the American
people. The American people recognize the
new type of war we’re in. They understand
that sometimes they’ll see the action of the
United States Government and sometimes
we won’t. But they also understand we must
be strong and diligent as we defend freedom,
because that’s what we defend.

I made it clear that this is a war beyond
just a single individual. One guy thinks he
can hide, but he’s not going to. We haven’t
heard much from him lately, by the way.
[Laughter] But we fight terror wherever it
exists. And this is for the good of our chil-
dren. History has called us into action, and
we must not and we will not blink. It’s a
chance to define freedom for future genera-
tions.

I made it clear that a scenario which I will
not let stand is one in which a terrorist orga-
nization could team up with a nation that has
had a history of mistreating her people, a
nontransparent nation perhaps, a nation that
is known to be developing weapons of mass
destruction. We cannot let, for the sake of
our children and grandchildren, terrorist or-
ganizations team up with nations that want
to develop weapons that can be delivered
from long distances that will hurt ourselves,
our friends, and our allies. We’re not going
to let the world’s worst regimes develop the
worst weapons and threaten the United
States of America.

We’re doing everything at home to defend
the homeland. We’ve got a good strategy in
place. It starts, by the way, with having the
best intelligence possible, gathering intel-
ligence from all around the world, dissemi-
nating on a quick basis, and following every
lead and every hint.

If we get any kind of whiff that somebody
is trying to do something to the American
people, we’re moving. We’ve got thousands
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of FBI agents whose major task, primary
focus, is on preventing an attack. We’re doing
a much better job of coordinating with State
and local authorities. We’ve got a national
strategy in place to make our borders more
secure, to make our Nation more responsive
to a potential bioterrorist attack. I mean,
we’re making good progress, and our budget
reflects that. But the best way to secure the
homeland is to be relentless in our pursuit
against terrorists, and that’s exactly what’s
going to happen, so long as I’m the President
of the United States.

You know, I remember campaigning in
Chicago, and somebody said, ‘‘Would you
ever spend a deficit?’’ And I said, ‘‘Only if
we’re at war or we had a recession or there
was a national emergency.’’ Little did I real-
ize we’d get the trifecta. [Laughter] It’s going
to be important for Congress to fund the pri-
orities. But in order to make sure whatever
deficit we have is short lived, they better hold
the line on the rest of the budget. And that’s
why the President has the veto pen. It’s im-
portant for there to be fiscal discipline in
Washington, DC, right now.

Our economy is, as you know, has been
sputtering. And thankfully, the Congress,
working with me, did a smart thing. Last
March, we cut the taxes on the people who
pay the bills in America. Actually, I think it
took place a little later than March. Last year,
we cut the taxes. It happened at the exact
right time. You see, in order to stimulate eco-
nomic vitality and growth, when we give peo-
ple their own money back, it enhances de-
mand, which causes more production, which
creates job stability.

Now, there are some in Washington that
have been mumbling beneath their breath
that maybe they think they want to prevent
the rest of the tax relief package from going
through. I do not know what economic text-
book they’re reading. One thing you don’t
do is raise taxes in the middle of a recession.
In order to stimulate growth, you trust the
American people with their own money, and
that’s what we did. I appreciate Latham’s
vote on that matter, and I’m going to hold
the line when it comes to tax relief.

And I can remember standing on farms
in Iowa, standing by a generation of farmers,
saying one of the worst things that can hap-

pen to the Iowa agricultural economy is the
death tax. We need to get rid of the death
tax, and I’m proud to report the death tax
is on its way to extinction.

I hope Congress gives me a trade bill so
I can open up markets. I hope Congress gives
me an energy bill so we become less depend-
ent on foreign sources of crude oil and can
conserve more energy. I hope Congress gives
me a stimulus package that not only takes
care of workers who lost their jobs but recog-
nizes that people want more than an unem-
ployment check; they want a permanent pay-
check. And we need to stimulate economic
activity by encouraging more plant and
equipment, more investment in plant and
equipment. The House has acted. The Sen-
ate has stalled. It’s time to get some of these
important measures to my desk so we can
make progress in the country.

I, like everybody else in America, was
heartsick on 9/11. I mean, I can’t tell you
how sad I was, just like you, and then I got
a little angry. And then I realized upon re-
flection that out of this evil was going to come
some good, and it has. Out of this terrible
evil, we have a chance to keep the peace for
a long time coming, and we will. And out
of this evil, this Nation has shown the world
what a compassionate, kind place we are.

I always used to say that one of my hopes
was that this Nation’s culture would shift
from one that said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go
ahead and do it, and if you’ve got a problem,
blame somebody else,’’ to a culture which
says, ‘‘Each of us are responsible for the deci-
sions we make in life.’’ Unbeknownst to the
evildoers, I think they’ve helped accelerate
that cultural change.

I know millions of Americans are asking
the question, ‘‘What can I do to fight terror?
What is it I can do to fight evil?’’ And they’re
beginning to realize what I know, that in
order to fight evil, do something good. In
order to stand square in the face of evil, this
good Nation, through the millions of acts of
kindness that take place on a daily basis,
stands opposite of evil. And as a result of
neighbors looking after neighbors, of people
caring for somebody in need, of somebody
loving their neighbor like they’d like to be
loved themselves, people understand there’s
a new responsibility to be had. Mothers and

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 01:06 Mar 06, 2002 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P09MRT4.001 txed01 PsN: txed01



327Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Mar. 1

dads know that the most important job they
will ever have is to love their children—is
to love their children. Churches and syna-
gogues and mosques, who have these fan-
tastic neighborhood healing programs, need
to be unleashed in America through the
faith-based initiative that I have proposed.
You see, Government shouldn’t fear faith.
We ought to welcome faith and the power
of faith to change people’s lives in a very posi-
tive way.

You know, I was working the ropeline over
there at the retirement plan ceremony, and
I ran into a guy I met in Colfax, Iowa, from
Teen Challenge. It was a fantastic experience
during the course of the caucuses because
it gave me a chance to explain to people what
I meant when—how faith changes life. But
I’ll never forget the heroin addict from Chi-
cago standing up and saying he was clean
because a power greater than himself en-
tered into his heart.

These kinds of programs Government
can’t create. But these kind of programs exist
in America because of the goodness of Amer-
ica. And this society is changing, as we un-
leash this compassion, as people understand
that part of being responsible is not only re-
sponsible for your own family but responsible
for loving a neighbor. And it’s taking place
in the country, and it’s so powerful and posi-
tive, that leads me to say that out of this evil
is going to come a stronger, more decent,
more humble society.

There’s defining moments that take place
in our history, and I think a defining moment
was Flight 93, when people on an airplane,
on cell phones, told their wives they loved
them, said a prayer, and drove a plane into
the ground to save somebody’s life, to serve
something greater than yourself. It’s the ulti-
mate testimony to the American character
and the American spirit which defines this
Nation for what it is, the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth. And I am really proud
to be its President.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:54 a.m. in the
Des Moines Room at the Marriott Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Katie Roth, whose hus-
band Luke Roth was the President’s Iowa State
campaign director; Kathy Latham, wife of Rep-
resentative Latham; Chuck Larson, Jr., chairman,

Republican Party of Iowa; former Iowa Governors
Robert D. Ray and Terry Branstad; Mary Kramer,
president, Iowa State Senate; Brent Siegrist,
speaker, Iowa State House of Representatives;
and Cal Eldred, former pitcher, Chicago White
Sox. Representative Tom Latham is a candidate
for reelection in Iowa’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Statement on Establishing the
Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group
March 1, 2002

A prolonged drought and complex Federal
and State legal issues have made for difficult
times in the Klamath River Basin. Today I
am establishing the Klamath River Basin
Federal Working Group to address concerns
raised by farmers, ranchers, fishermen,
tribes, and others affected by these difficult
conditions. I have directed Secretary Norton,
Secretary Veneman, Secretary Evans, and
CEQ Chairman Connaughton to advise me
of the immediate and long-term actions nec-
essary to enhance water quality and quantity
and to address the other complex economic
and natural resource issues in the Klamath
River Basin. I have directed the Working
Group to begin their efforts immediately. I
want to thank Senator Gordon Smith and
Congressman Greg Walden for their com-
mitment to working together to find a lasting
solution that meets the needs of the Klamath
River Basin.

Memorandum on the Klamath River
Basin Federal Working Group
March 1, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Commerce, the Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality

Subject: Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group

The 2001 drought in the Klamath River
Basin in Oregon and California, along with
Federal legal requirements regarding water
use, resulted in a scarcity of water available
both for agricultural use and for maintenance
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of water levels necessary to sustain threat-
ened and endangered fish populations in the
Klamath River Basin. Last year, the reduc-
tion in water available for irrigation caused
severe economic consequences in the Basin.
Ensuring that the farming community has ac-
cess to sufficient water supply while com-
plying with Federal environmental laws and
respecting Tribal trust obligations will in-
volve complex economic and legal issues that
call for the immediate attention of Cabinet-
level officials and others. Accordingly, I di-
rect as follows:

1. Establishment. There is hereby estab-
lished the Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group, which shall consist of the
following officers of the Federal Government
or other such officers designated by them:
the Secretary of the Interior, who shall serve
as Chair; the Secretary of Agriculture; the
Secretary of Commerce; and the Chairman
of the Council on Environmental Quality.
Any designee named by a member of the
group shall be a full-time or permanent part-
time officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Secretary of the Interior may
invite the participation of other Federal offi-
cials as appropriate and shall preside at meet-
ings of the Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group and shall direct its work.

2. Mission. The Klamath River Basin Fed-
eral Working Group shall advise the Presi-
dent on immediate steps and long-term solu-
tions to enhance water quality and quantity
and to address other complex issues in the
Klamath River Basin. In formulating this ad-
vice, the Klamath River Basin Federal Work-
ing Group or its members are encouraged
to seek input from stakeholders, including
members of the farming and fishing commu-
nities; residents of the Basin; representatives
of conservation, environmental, and water
use organizations, and existing coordinating
entities; the States of Oregon and California;
local governments; and representatives of
Klamath River Basin Tribal governments.

3. Funding. The Department of the Inte-
rior shall, to the extent permitted by law and
consistent with the need for funding as deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Interior, make
funds appropriated to the Department of the
Interior available to support the administra-

tive costs of the Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group.

4. Authority. Advice is requested from the
Klamath River Basin Federal Working
Group pursuant to the Opinions Clause of
Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution and
other applicable constitutional authorities of
the President.

5. Termination. The Klamath River Basin
Federal Working Group shall terminate 18
months from the date of this memorandum,
or at my direction, whichever occurs earlier.

George W. Bush

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 25
In the morning, the President had CIA and

FBI briefings and met with the National Se-
curity Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Alan Guhin for the rank
of Ambassador during his tenure of service
as the U.S. Fissile Material Negotiator.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lawrence E. Butler to be Ambas-
sador to the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert Watson Cobb to be Inspec-
tor General of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

February 26
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Jean
Chretien of Canada to discuss the President’s
recent travel to Asia, the Prime Minister’s
recent travel to Germany and Russia, co-
operation against terrorism, and various U.S.-
Canadian trade issues. The President also
had a telephone conversation with Crown
Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, concerning
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the situation in the Middle East and U.S.-
Saudi relations.

Later in the morning, the President had
CIA and FBI briefings.

In the evening, the President welcomed
actor Mel Gibson to the White House and
hosted a screening of the film ‘‘We Were Sol-
diers.’’

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Peter Suarez to be Assistant
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for Enforcement and Compli-
ance Assurance.

The President announced his intention to
nominate J. Russell George to be Inspector
General of the Corporation for National and
Community Service.

February 27
In the morning, the President had break-

fast with congressional leaders. Later, he
traveled to Charlotte, NC, and in the after-
noon, he returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Thomas Forrest Hall to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Leonard Helgerson to be In-
spector General for the Central Intelligence
Agency.

February 28
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Mohamed VI
of Morocco to discuss the situation in the
Middle East and the United Nations effort
to resolve the Western Sahara dispute. He
then met with the Homeland Security Coun-
cil.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney and then
met with bipartisan Members of Congress to
discuss steel policy.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome His All Holiness Bar-
tholomew, Ecumenical Patriarch of the
Greek Orthodox Church, to the White House
on March 5.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Jean-
Claude Juncker of Luxembourg for a working
visit on March 6.

The White House announced that the
President and Prime Minister Bertie Ahern
of Ireland will meet at the White House on
March 13.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert Patrick John Finn to be
Ambassador to Afghanistan.

March 1
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Des Moines, IA. In the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC. The President
and Mrs. Bush then went to Camp David,
MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Albert Casey to be a Governor of
the Board of Governors of the U.S. Postal
Service.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen Geoffrey Rademaker to
be Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Con-
trol.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jack David as Chairman of the U.S.
Section of the United States and Canada Per-
manent Joint Board on Defense.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Naval
Academy: Tirso Del Junco, Frederick Meyer,
Jane Ellen Newman, and Michael Stephen
Steele.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted February 26

Maj. Gen. Charles F. Bolden, Jr., USMC,
to be Deputy Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, vice
James R. Thompson, Jr., resigned.
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Robert Watson Cobb,
of Maryland, to be Inspector General, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration,
vice Roberta L. Gross.

Michael Alan Guhin,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Executive Service, for the rank of Ambas-
sador during his tenure of service as U.S.
Fissile Material Negotiator.

Otto J. Reich,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Western Hemisphere Affairs), vice
Peter F. Romero, to which position he was
appointed during the recess of the Senate
from December 20, 2001, to January 23,
2002.

Submitted February 27

Lawrence E. Butler,
of Maine, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Counselor, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia.

J. Russell George,
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Cor-
poration for National and Community Serv-
ice, vice Luise S. Jordan, resigned.

John Leonard Helgerson,
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Central
Intelligence Agency, vice L. Britt Snider, re-
signed.

Victoria A. Lipnic,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor, vice Bernard E. Anderson.

Deborah Matz,
of New York, to be a member of the National
Credit Union Administration Board for a
term expiring August 2, 2005, vice Geoff
Bacino, to which position she was appointed
during the recess of the Senate from Decem-
ber 20, 2001, to January 23, 2002.

Naomi Shihab Nye,
of Texas, to be a member of the National
Council on the Humanities for a term expir-
ing January 26, 2006 (reappointment).

Submitted February 28

Rene Acosta,
of Virginia, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the remainder of
the term expiring August 27, 2003, vice Wil-
liam B. Cowen, who was appointed to this
position during the recess of the Senate from
December 20, 2001, to January 23, 2002.

Christopher C. Conner,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, vice Syl-
via H. Rambo, retired.

John E. Jones III,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Middle District of Pennsylvania, vice
James F. McClure, Jr., retired.

Submitted March 1

John R. Edwards,
of Vermont, to be U.S. Marshal for the Dis-
trict of Vermont for the term of 4 years, vice
John Hollingsworth Sinclair.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released February 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Annual
Presidential Determinations for Major Illicit
Drug Producing and Drug-Transit Countries

Fact sheet: Overview of Annual Presidential
Determinations on Major Illicit Drug Pro-
ducing and Drug-Transit Countries

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Address the National
Emergency Management Association
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Released February 26

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Fact sheet: Reforming Welfare To Increase
Independence & Strengthen Families

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Deliver Remarks at the
National Sheriffs’ Association Mid-Winter
Meeting

Released February 27

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released February 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on briefing
remarks on the Middle East peace process

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of the
Greek Orthodox Church

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of Prime Minister Jean-Claude
Juncker of Luxembourg

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
Irish Prime Minister

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Lead U.S. Delegation to
Mexico

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Dis-
trict Judges for the Middle District of Penn-
sylvania

Released March 1

Transcript of a press gaggle by Labor Sec-
retary Elaine Chao and Deputy Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Middle District of Pennsylvania

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Mar-
shals for the District of Idaho, the Southern
District of Illinois, the Northern District of
Illinois, the Northern District of Iowa, and
the District of Vermont

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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